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INSTITUTES FOR SOCIAL 
MISSIONS IN 1941 


Announced by Executive Secretary 
Dr. C. Franklin Koch 


IN RESPONSE to numerous requests 
received from members of synodical 
Social Missions Committees and other 
pastors, the Board of Social Missions 
has planned a series of institutes in 
which the program of Social Missions, 
as entrusted to the Board by the 
Church, will be presented. The agenda 
for these institutes purposes to show 
how the areas of Christian service— 
evangelism, inner missions, and social 
action—may become operative in the 
congregation. 

The committee in charge of these in- 
stitutes has received hearty promises 
of support and co-operation from both 
the synodical presidents and chairmen 
of Social Missions Committees who are 
undertaking the promotion on their 
respective territories. It is hoped that 
not only pastors but interested key- 
laymen will attend the institutes ar- 
ranged for their synods. Where loca- 
tion or date in a neighboring synod is 
more convenient, men are free to choose 
such an one. 

Except in cases of conflict in dates, all 
institutes will be conducted by the ex- 
ecutive secretary, assisted in a number 
of meetings by members of the Board 
of Social Missions residing nearby. 

The dates and places of the institutes 
are: 

Date and Synod City and Church 


January 


= York New York City, St. John’s 
en Rev. E. J. Mollenauer 
Rochester, Reformation 


— York 
ae ag Rev. F. R. Knubel 


ittsburgh Pittsburgh, First 
Nate git Rev. A. J. Holl 
17—Maryland Frederick, Maryland 


Rev. Amos John Traver 
Salisbury, St. John’s 
Rev. P. D. Brown 
Eau Claire, Columbia 
Seminary 
24--Georgia-Alabama Macon, Georgia, 
(Mississippi and Redeeemer 
Florida at above) ee Se 
Central Penna. arrisburg, Zion 
ee Rev. S. W. Herman 
Fairmont, Grace 
Rev. Harold L. Hann 
Louisville, Ky., Third 


22—North Carolina 
23—-South Carolina 


29—West Virginia 
30—Kentucky- 


Tennessee ised J. Peo Spaid 
1—Ohio restline, Firs 
$ Rev. Simon A. 
Metzger 
February 
ww i Indianapolis, First 
tie” Rev. A. L. Mahr 
4—Michigan Lansing, Redeemer 
= Rev. A. C. Larsen 
5—Northwest Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Redeemer 
Rev. A. A. Zinck 
5—Virginia Roanoke 


(In connection with 
Synod Meeting) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Seminary 


6—Northwest 


7—Iowa Davenport, St. Paul’s 
Rev. J. A. Miller 
10—Nebraska- North Platte, Nebraska 
Midwest First 


Rev. G. Keller Rubrecht 
Lincoln, Nebraska, Grace 
Rev. Leland H. Lesher 


11—Nebraska- 
Midwest 


12—Kansas Topeka, First 
Rev. Alfred J. Beil 
13—Illinois Elgin, Holy Trinity 
Rev. H. J. McGuire 
14—- Wartburg Chicago, St. Peter’s, 


Forest Park 
Rev. William F. Buch 


May 

1—Rocky Mountain Albuquerque, N. M. 
(Synod Meeting) 

Yorktown, Texas 
(Synod Meeting) 


3—Texas 


FOREIGN MISSION DAY 


Date of Appeal to Schools Will Be 
January 26 


Tue Board of Foreign Missions has 
sent samples of Foreign Mission Day 
literature to all pastors in the United 
Lutheran Church, enclosing a special 
communication to Sunday school su- 
perintendents. Those who have not re- 
ceived them should write at once to 
the office of the Board, 18 East Mount 
Vernon Place, Baltimore, Md. Pastors 
who get their supply of Church Bul- 
letin covers regularly from the Board 
of Publication, need not order them on 
the postcard supplied by the Board of 
Foreign Missions. They will get them 
in the usual way. The Church Bulletin 
covers for Foreign Mission Day are ex- 
ceptionally attractive. The pennant of 
India which is printed on them in color 
will be the source of interest to users 
of the Bulletin. 

The pennant also appears on the 
Sunday School Service for Foreign 
Mission Day in red, blue and white, 
but for the authentic colors—red, blue, 
white, gray, gold—one should see the 
Church Bulletin Cover. Another place 
where the pennant of India appears is 
on the Foreign Mission Day Offering 
Envelopes, there in black and white 
only. 

The pennant of India has been used 
throughout, because the Board of For- 
eign Missions wishes to draw particular 
attention to the appeal of January 1941 
for Sunday school offerings to help our 
India Mission prepare for a worthy and 
effective centenary celebration in 1942 
in all parts of the mission field. It is a 
worthy objective. 

Dr. R. M. Dunkelberger’s leaflet pre- 
sents the appeal more in detail. Fur- 
thermore, the Board is offering for free 
distribution copies of the folder used 
in connection with the Omaha Conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church, 
printed by the offset process with a 
center display of pictures, entitled “Our 
Growing Churches Abroad.” 

Foreign Mission Day is the last Sun- 
day in January, the 26th, but it may be 
observed any Sunday in January. It 
is hoped that we may give our India 
Mission at least $16,000 to help prepare 
for the centennial celebration by the 
much-needed repair and reconditioning 
of buildings, the cancellation of all in- 
debtedness (debt-free by our jubilee) 
and necessary preliminary prepara- 
tions. For further and detailed infor- 
mation read the Foreign Mission Day 
literature. 
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January 1, 1941 


ONWARD, UPWARD, GODWARD 


Have you read recently the third chapter of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Philippians? And did you pause when 
you reached the thirteenth and fourteenth verses, re- 
peating them slowly, perhaps aloud, thus visualizing the 
apostle as one talking to you? Then you, hear him say 
to you, in what is a combination of reminiscence and 
forecast—‘“Brethren, I count not myself to have appre- 
hended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Tue LuTHERAN has a conviction relative to this Jan- 
uary 1 and this year 1941 that we believe should be 
studied and applied. Pictorially, the idea is represented 
not by an unguided, purposeless wanderer who has no 
definite destination in mind and who cares not whither 
and when he moves. Still less are we recommending a 
downward course into acceptance of evil and chaos as 
the inevitable lot of mankind. Neither luck nor fatalism 
is an attitude toward life that can be justified by expe- 
rience. Revelation condemns both. 

True, we are strangers upon the earth and pilgrims, 
but there is for us a country and toward it we are jour- 
neying. Knowing in Whom we have believed, remem- 
bering that He has gone before to prepare a place for 
us, forgetting the darkness of the pagan areas of doubt 


and fear that have been left behind, we go forward with 
the sure and buoyant strides of the trained and dis- 
ciplined contender for the prize. 

It is true that we have not yet entered this promised 
land, but we know how to direct our steps toward its 
beckoning glory. The way leads ever upward; not up- 
ward in the sense of increasing hardships, but because 
thus we climb toward the attainment of clearer vision. 
For as the pilgrim mounts higher, his horizon widens. 
With each day the fogs of sinning have lessened power 
to cloud his vision and chill his determination to reach 
the throne of God. 

The church of today—the Christian during 1941, needs 
to remember the foes and falsehoods that have been 
encountered in the past only as unsuccessful efforts to 
win him to forsake his Lord. He needs to forget past 
perils that arose from arguments and divisions proper 
for the day of their occurring but now of the past. 

Most of all, must we have a monthly, a weekly, even a 
daily, sensing of the divine nearness. With Paul con- 
fidence born of promise became experience as he fol- 
lowed ‘“‘the way.” So now, we shall constantly extend 
and amend the content of our discipleship, because with 
each step toward the beckoning gleam of divine glory 
we see farther and clearer into the Lord’s will for His 
reborn followers. 


THE LUTHERAN 


g's Chass in The News 


If Thine Enemy Hunger? 

As wE move into mid-winter, church leaders are still 
divided on the question of food shipments to Europe. 
If the American churches stood together on this ques- 
tion, sentiment could be aroused which might result in 
permission to send food ships through the blockade to 
the starving captive countries. 

A manifesto against the Hoover plan for food ship- 
ments has been issued by prominent churchmen includ- 
ing five Episcopal bishops. “The adoption of Mr. 
Hoover’s proposal in its present form might strengthen 
Germany in her campaign of conquest, and indirectly 
prolong the enslavement of these very people whom it 
is proposed to relieve,” says the statement. 

Other churchmen feel that the outcome of the war 
would not be changed by the mercy shipments. The 
American Friends Service Committee, which is doing 
relief work in France and Poland, says there is little 
danger of Germany seizing American relief supplies for 
its own military or civil use. 

The Federal Council of Churches has been hesitant 
about lining up on either side of this issue, and other 
church groups have similarly avoided the question. 

“If you say ‘any attempt to force the British blockade 
and feed the conquered populations of Europe is con- 
trary to the best interests of Christianity,’ you make a 
statement that betokens little thought. Attempting (the 
attempt, of course, can fail, or prove ill-advised) to 
feed hungry people can never be against the interests 
of Christianity,” says the managing editor of Common- 
weal, Roman Catholic weekly. 

“To let these poor people suffer and die would be to 
deny the wisdom of God in favor of a human wisdom 
which, over and over again, has proved to be ruinous 
folly, writes Ernest F. Tittle in The Christian Century. 


Lutheran Unity 

Steps toward Lutheran unity at recent conventions of 
the American Lutheran Church, American Lutheran 
Conference, and United Lutheran Church, still bring 
forth plentiful comment in periodicals of various Lu- 
theran bodies. 

The American Lutheran, edited by members of the 
Missouri Synod, acclaims these recent actions as “a 
laudable effort toward unity.” “We must continue in 
every branch of the Lutheran Church to hasten the day 
when all Lutherans in our country think the same 
thoughts and speak the same language,” this journal 
declares. Dr. O. A. Geisemen, writing in the same 
periodical, says, “No one can foretell today just when 
American Lutheranism will present a united front. That 
this day will come, however, we confidently believe. It 
may be that the United Lutheran Church of tomorrow 
may not embrace all Lutheran elements, for it is pos- 
sible that some few may drop off to the left and be lost 
to un-Biblical liberalism, and that others may drop off 
to the right and be lost to a sterile, un-Biblical tra- 
ditionalism. . . . Between these extremes will stand a 
great army of Christians united on the principles of 
divine truth.” 


By G. ELson RUFF 


‘Not so optimistic is the opinion of editors of The Lu- 
theran Witness, official journal of the Missouri Synod. 
“Tt now begins to appear that separation is the only pos- 
sible way to union,” this periodical states. “The Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church is torn by several factions—one 
in thorough and complete harmony with ourselves (Mis- 
souri Synod) and the enemy of un-Lutheran practice; 
another, which had its spokesmen at Detroit and pleaded 
for union with the U. L. C.; and a third, conservative 
in tendency but giving heed to church politicians in 
their midst... . It remains now that we encourage that 
strong element in the American Lutheran Church which 
wants union on a Scriptural basis to unite their forces 
with those who believe as we believe in the Norwegian 
and Swedish synods, and also in the U. L. C. A.” 

The Lutheran Herald, journal of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church, is concerned about reports that “the 
U. L. C. is torn asunder by two almost equally strong 
groups within itself—one liberal, the other conserva- 
tive.” It publishes a statement solicited from Dr. R. H. 
Gerberding, who denies that debate on the Pittsburgh 
Declaration indicated such cleavage of opinion. “That 
some Eastern theologians opposed it should not be dig- 
nified by calling them ‘many’ and ‘most influential.’ . . . 
If the Omaha convention proved anything, it was that 
this branch of Lutheranism is still full of staunch indi- 
vidual believers, jealous of their own rights and out- 
spoken about them, but still one in their loyalties to 
their Christ and to His Gospel.” 


Keeping the Women Out : 

WHEN Peter escaped from prison in Jerusalem, and 
hurried to report to headquarters, it was not to the home 
of a bishop, or even of an elder 
that he went, points out The 
Churchman, Episcopal period- 
ical. He went to the home of 
a woman, the mother of John 
Mark. “And of all the leaders 
in the churches mentioned by 
St. Paul, one-fourth are women. 

Times have changed. Infor- 
mation Service, a publication of the Federal Council of 
Churches, states that there are more legal and traditional 
restrictions upon women in the Christian church than 
in any other field. “In almost all denominations there is 
little opportunity for the official expression of the 
woman’s viewpoint.” 

In the Episcopal Church only one-third of the dioceses 
permit women on vestries, and women serve in less than 
half of the churches which permit it. 

The service of women on general boards of the 
churches and as delegates to conventions is generally 
discouraged, even by women themselves, says The 
Churchman. “Some believe that women are too emo- 
tional, have no capacity for business affairs, or give too 
much attention to details. 

“Surely it is high time that the church, which enjoys 
so much devoted service from the women, should be as 
fair to them as are the state and most secular agencies.” 
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: IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juttus F. SEEBACH 


It Is Reported That: The United States Air Corps has 
learned that more city-bred than country-bred boys fail 
in air-training courses. The failures are not caused by 
far- or near-sightedness, but by the shut-in horizons of 
city streets, which render the city-bred unable to judge 
distances accurately. .. . Declaring that the recent dev- 
astating earthquakes have been “an act of God punishing 
the Rumanian people for their alliance with the devil,” 
the Greek Orthodox clergy of Rumania, together with 
peasant leaders, have formed a potent anti-Nazi move- 
ment, under the direction of Dr. Julius Maniu, a former 
popular premier, for the deliverance of their land... . 
A call has been issued in the United States for all Bel- 
gians twenty to twenty-five years old to enlist in “the 
third army” of Belgians being organized in England to 
fight for their country’s deliverance. . . . Germany has 
acquired a new hold on Yugoslavia by secretly and by 
pressure buying up the majority stock of the Yugoslav 
General Bank Association, formerly in Belgian hands. 
.. . The German press is shocked at the “inhumanity” 
of the British, because they refuse to allow foodstuffs 
from America to pass their blockade. This British action 
seems all the more inconsiderate in view of the Nazi 
industry in removing the food from the countries now in 


need in order that room might be provided for the new . 


stores that ask to pass the blockade. 


Sigrid Schultz, the Chicago Tribune’s distinguished 
correspondent in Berlin, presents (December 8) a sug- 
gestive picture of Germany’s second wartime Christmas 
buying. The will is there to spread the Christmas cheer 
by the purchase of Christmas gifts, but German indus- 
tries have been too busy with war orders, “priority 
goods,” to provide much for Christmas buying. Even 
imported articles—Hungarian and Bulgarian brightly 
embroidered garments—were not abundant. Though 
not rationed, workmen hesitated before them, because 
$15 to $20 was the price asked for the simplest article. 
Nevertheless the garments were soon exhausted. A 
totally insufficient supply of toys was quickly sold out. 
Toy railroads were not offered because of the strictures 
on the use of metal. Special Christmas foods were 
eagerly sought, but no special rations were allowed. 
Christmas cakes had to be eked out with artificial honey 
and synthetic spices and the help of whatever was 
hoarded of the two eggs allowed for each person for the 
month of December, an extra grant of a pound of apples 
for the month and a few cups of “real coffee” (two 
ounces of coffee were distributed to everyone more than 
eighteen years old who had signed up for it last Octo- 
ber). Grocers were instructed to urge their customers 
“to think up Christmas dishes in which they can use 
sauerkraut.” Nevertheless, the common folk of Ger- 
many were trying to “keep Christmas.” 


Things Must be going wrong with the long-drawn-out 
negotiations for a concordat between the Vatican and 
the Reich. November 20 the Vatican radio took issue 
with the statement appearing in Alcazar, supposedly one 
of Franco’s new journals since it does not appear in the 
official 1939 lists. Alcazar reputedly described “Nazism 


as a religious movement of Christian character.’ The 
outraged feelings of the Vatican made waves in the air 
as follows: “First, this statement manifestly contradicts 
the bulk of Nazi literature which, during the last eight 
years, with unparalleled power and ingenuity, has at- 
tacked religion and the Catholic Church. Secondly, if 
National Socialism is a Christian movement, then how 
is it explained that in 1933 nearly all the youth in Ger- 
many was being taught in Catholic schools, whereas now 
these schools are closed?” The Vatican claim for its 
education of youth is entirely too inclusive; otherwise 
its complaint is confirmed by the similar experience of 
the Protestants and the training of their children. 


There Should be no unemployment .among phar- 
macists. Dean C. W. Ballard of Columbia University’s 
College of Pharmacy says that 2,500 jobs for licensed 
pharmacists are available each year through replace- 
ments alone, and that the annual supply of graduates 
will not exceed 2,000 for the next few years. Even this 
supply will be reduced 25 per cent by the graduates who 
enter other fields than retail pharmacy. This deficit has 
a two-fold cause—the greater educational demands of 
the colleges of pharmacy in entrance examinations and 
the embarrassing effect of the economic depression upon 
candidates. The further emphasis of the colleges on 
theoretical, rather than practical, training is an addi- 
tional contributory cause. Under the circumstances there 
seems to be room for a revival of the old-time appren- 
tice system in retail drug stores. 


The Order has gone out that Alsace must have a 
“book purge.” Now that Alsace has become “irrev- 
ocably” a part of the “1,000-year” empire of the Reich, 
Alsatian bookshelves must submit to the “cleansing” that 
earlier visited German libraries and homes under Nazi 
rule. Troopers visited all Alsatian homes (December 15), 
asking first for the voluntary surrender of “superfluous 
volumes,’ but making sure that no volumes on the 
index expurgatorius of the decree remained after their 
visit. There must be “only one culture, one language,” 
said the Strassbuerger Neuste Nachrichten, the Nazi 
organ on the field. That, of course, eliminates the French 
language, French books and authors, especially all Jean 
D’Arc literature since the Maid of Orleans herself is 
“slated for oblivion”—perhaps. Think what a holocaust 
of literature would take place “when, as and IF” an 
attempt were to be made to enforce such a decree here! 


In Response to a suggestion made some weeks ago in 
this column for the submission of designs for a Lu- 
theran flag, the Rev. George F. Harkins of Harrisburg, 
Pa., has presented an attractive design—a red cross on 
a white field, the Luther coat-of-arms in the center 
where the arms of the cross meet, an open Bible in the 
left upper corner of the flag and the sacramental chalice 
and patch in the lower right corner. Though the initial 
suggestion was not meant to start competition, nor to 
launch a campaign, neither was it made as an idle re- 
mark. Because of the interest already shown over the 
display of the sketch received, it is possible that it will 
be worth while to carry the matter farther. Who’s next? 


THE LUTHERAN 


Lutheran delegation at the Atlantic City Convention of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America and six other agencies, 
pictured at the side of our Church of St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, R. F. Garnet pastor. 

Front row, left to right, M. E. Thomas, M. C. Dixen (Secretary Santal Mission, India), S. F. Telleen, F. E. Reinartz, J. M. Armbruster 
(Argentina), S. H. Swanson (Executive Director, Board of Foreign Missions, Augustana Synod). 

Middle row, Mrs. M. E. Thomas, Mrs. M. R. Hamsher, Mrs. D. B. Smith, Mrs. J. Miller (Liberia), Miss N. M. Diehl, S. Trexler, J. E. 
Gronli (Executive Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions, Norwegian Lutheran Church), G. Drach, Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, Mrs. H. Goedeke. 


Back row, M. R. 


Hamsner, G. Weitzel, Miss H. Shirk (Japan), Mrs. D. E. Stolpe, R. M. Dunkelberger (India), P. P. Anspach (China), 


J. K. Linn (Japan), Miss Ruth Juram, Dr. R. Syrdahl (Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.). 
Dr. Z. M. Corbe, Mrs. O. C. Schmidt, Mrs. W. G. Williams, Miss B. Wiegand of the U. L. C. A., Dr. U. V. Sheatsley, Miss K. Lehmann 
and Mrs. A. L. Burman of the A. L. C. and Mrs. D. B. Kraybill of the N. L. C., were also members of the delegation. 


American Churches and the Needs of the Hour 


“Tomorrow will not be a NEW DAY unless we im- 
prove TODAY.” In those words Bishop Henry W. 
Hobson of the Episcopal diocese of Cincinnati unofficially 
struck the keynote of the special meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America held the second 
week in December in the Hotel Dennis, Atlantic City. 

Meeting at the same time and place were six other 
co-operative agencies of American Protestantism: Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America, Mis- 
sionary Education Movement, National Council of 
Church Women, United Stewardship Council, Home 
Missions Council and the Council of Women for Home 
Missions: The two organizations named at the end of 
that list were permanently merged at this convention. 

On Sunday and Monday of the convention week the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America had ar- 
ranged its own periods for worship, discussion and busi- 


ness. Then for two days all the agencies worked to- 
gether in joint sessions. On Thursday and Friday the 
findings and recommendations of the plenary sessions 
and four seminars were patiently heard and promptly 


approved. 
“The World Mission of the Church,” “The Church and 
the International Crisis,” ‘The Church and Social 


Change,” “Church Unity and Co-operation” were the 
themes of the seminars. Subheadings which bulked 
large in the thinking of the delegates were: 

© ¢@ Relief of orphaned missions. One got the im- 
pression that in terms of organization, literature and 
financial yield our Church’s Emergency Appeal and 
Lutheran World Action have stolen the march on the 
other communions. 

°° Christian unity (ecumenical) movements. Said 
the summary of this seminar: 


i 
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“The basis of our Chris- 
tian faith is the self-revela- 


‘tion which God has made 


of Himself in the person of 
our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The reason 
for our Christian hope is 
experience of the redemp- 
tive power of the living 
Christ, Who, having con- 
quered sin and death in His 
own person, is transform- 
ing those who will receive 
Him into the likeness of 
Himself. The way of life 
which He has opened for 
His disciples is a love that 
is willing to lose its own 
life that the life of others 
may be saved, and, so losing 


" (left), who has been active 
in sponsoring Christian conferences and relief on a world-wide 
scale, discussing plans with Dr. Adolph Keller, Geneva, head of 
the Swiss Federation of Churches, a body which recently raised 
$45,000 for relief of our churches in Finland. 


Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, New York 


modern life must be a frank 
and sympathetic recogni- 
tion of honest difference.” 

e ¢ The _ conscientious 
objector to war. Astonish- 
ing to most of the sem- 
inarians was the informal 
report given by Dr. Walter 
Van Kirk (N. B. C.’s “Re- 
ligion in the News” com- 
mentator) which showed 
that in the six large denom- 
inations which offer to reg- 
ister “C. O.’s” a relatively 
small number of youth have 
so registered, and the 
“absolutists” among them 
are few. Evidences of a 
zealous effort to guard the 
right of fellow-believers to 


it, finds it given back in 

richer measure. . The first condition of effective 
Christian witness is repentance that bears fruit in change 
of life. .. . The ecumenical movement is an attempt to 
translate the Christian witness from word to deed. It 
takes Christ's prayer for the unity of His disciples 
seriously. ... The point from which we start is the fact 
of existing spiritual unity. There is today a fellowship 
of faith which overflows denominational, national and 
party boundaries and expresses itself in common wor- 
ship and service. The most dramatic symbol of this 
worldwide fellowship is the World Council of Churches. 
The insight which distinguishes this latest and most sig- 
nificant phase of the movement for unity from earlier 
phases of that movement is its recognition that the pre- 
condition of any unity which is to stand the strain of 


exercise their conscience in 
the matter were numerous, and the churches showed 
readiness to provide “significant work under non-mil- 
itary direction” for those objectors whose demands for 
such work are allowed. 
e © Inter-American relations. The address of Dr. 
John R. Mott on the subect, “We Face the Americas,” 
left no doubt in any mind concerning the fact that Latin 
America is a continent of opportunity for the evan- 
gelical forces of North America. This true Christian 
cosmopolitan bared his heart to the convention when 
he said in concluding his “eyes south” appeal: “My 
recent extensive travels in Latin America have made 
me believe that if I had my life to live over again I would 
want to give at least two-thirds of it to our southern 
neighbors.” (Continued on page 24) 


These men made significant contributions to the seaside conclave:Left to right, Drs. R. P. Barnes, J. R. Mott and S. M. Cavert. 


Barnes and Cavert are General Secretaries 
known and most beloved lay Christian in the world. 


of the Federal Councilof Churches. 


Drs. 
Dr. Mott enjoys the distinction of being the best 


Last January we moved to New 
York City after years of suburban 
living in another part of our coun- 
try. It all proved very different, much of it very inter- 
esting. I found myself fascinated most by the skyline, by 
the man-made mountains of steel and stone that stretch 
high into the sky. Our apartment looks toward the Em- 
pire State Building, the highest of these, rising as it does 
102 stories into space, 1,250 feet above street level. Often 
as I look toward this mountain I see it clearly silhouetted 
against its background, the sky. At other times it is 
caught in a cloud or light; misty winds have closed 
themselves around or a heavy denseness has settled 
down tight, then my mountain is lost in deep fog. The 
winds may shift, and for a moment all will seem clear. 
Then just as quick there is the fog again. At such times 
I find myself wondering if this isn’t symbolic of our day. 
Aren’t we caught up, as it were, in an all-engulfing fog? 

I grant you it is difficult to think clearly these days, 
for we are constantly meeting new ideas, new philos- 
ophies, facing new waves of nationalism. We find our- 
selves surrounded by thunder clouds of war, by deep 
mists of doubt; swept over by winds of isms, and what 
happens—we are in a fog. 

The many who met together at the Madras Confer- 
ence gave serious consideration to questions concerning 
the Christian Church and the teachings of Christ. Rep- 
resentative Christians from every continent, they said. 
“Jesus Christ is adequate for even such a day as this.” 
True, they made this statement before the war now on 
in Europe had broken loose, but they made it fearing 
the Munich Pact was only a scrap of paper. It is one 
thing to make such a statement, quite another to test it 
in question of its acceptance. 

In the days of the Apostle Paul, the churches he had 
established were facing difficult times. Their world was 
upset. Paul, from his prison cell, wrote concerning the 
dangers of their day. This is his message: “Take care 
lest there be any who leads you away as prisoners by 
means of his philosophy and idle fancies, following hu- 
man traditions and the world’s crude notions instead of 
following Christ” (Col. 11: 8, Weymouth). Do you think 
the Colossians needed to hear these words more than we 
of today? Philosophy and idle fancies, human tradi- 
tions and the world’s crude notions—these, says Paul, 
lead men away as prisoners. Today men dissatisfied with 
present conditions are “reaching for the stars” in the 
hope of something better. According to Dr. Walter 
Horton, “There has been so much unstable equilibrium 
of religions and cultures in world history since the time 
of Christ.” In his book, “Can Christianity Save Civ- 
ilization?” he pictures “a living community animated by 
a transforming spirit.” He sees a new civilization built 
by God Himself, “through the instrumentality of men 
who no longer limp and plod, but run and are not weary, 
because their strength is inwardly renewed.” 
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Sufficient Unto the Day 


Mrs. O. A. SArDESON, President of the Women’s Missionary Society, 
Writes a New Year’s Message to the Church 


Man-made Surroundings 

Someone has said that no man is safer than the social 
order which he helps to make. The present world in 
which he lives and with which he is so disturbed is of 
his making. When we look at the chaos and despair in 
the world today every thinking one of us must ask— 
Is there another way? Then this admonition of Paul’s 
comes to us again, and we hear his, “Take care,” and 
wonder if, after all, there isn’t something to building on 
Christ. We ask—What is there to this Christianity when 
men nineteen hundred years after Paul can still say, 
“Jesus Christ is adequate for even such a day as this’? 

You and I are:living in such a day as this. We have 
an appointment with life in the world as it is today. We 
can keep this appointment in_one or two ways: we can 
either follow the world’s way, or Christ’s. If we follow 
the way of the world and listen to the philosophy of any 
who will call, we build on faith in human traditions, in 
what Paul calls “idle fancies.” On the other hand, if 
we would build on Christ, we must be clear and definite 
as to what that means to us in this actual present world. 
Do we believe God’s way is the only way in which to 
meet this grave hour? Is the Christian Church being 
challenged anew to bring man out of the fog and into 
the clear bright light of the Eternal Gospel? If we be- 
lieve this, we ought to pray God for an outpouring of 
His spirit, for a rekindling of Christian faith, and for the 
will to be used by Him in the building of His kingdom 
here and now. 


Everywhere Welcomed 

This past fall I enjoyed the privilege of being with 
the National Christian Mission. Beginning last Septem- 
ber the mission is visiting twenty-two cities taking to 
them the good news of “Jesus Christ, the same yester- 
day, today and forever.” “The purpose of the mission is 
so to present the Eternal Gospel that men and women 
may be led to direct and personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord and to full discipleship to 
Him.” To share in such a united movement made urgent 
because of the present world situation is to come away 
with a stronger personal faith in God and a fuller con- 
viction that man is not only hungry for, but deeply in 
need of, that which makes all things new. 

As a Lutheran, I find it good to share in this project 
with like-minded people representing, as we do, many 
denominations. We are one in our objective, one as we 
pray together in “the name that is above every name.” 
Again I find it good to have such Lutheran clergymen 
as Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, Rock Island, Ill.; Dr. Oscar 
F. Blackwelder, Washington, D. C.; Dr. Paul Scherer, 
New York, taking an active part and giving to various 
groups the challenge of their Christian convictions. 

To me, this program of the Federal Council of 
Churches is timely and important. The thousands who 
attend the public meetings must be wanting such a mes- 
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sage. On the other side, the missionaries are going into 
high schools, into colleges, to labor groups, to women’s 
clubs, to men’s organizations meeting in noon-day ses- 
sions, to the unemployed, to the down-and-out, to the 
governing boards of welfare agencies, and to the people 
who visit these agencies. There are daily seminars and 
group sessions for ministers and lay workers. In many 
of these latter, whether in Denver, Minneapolis, or in 
Baltimore, I found that those who came to listen were 
both churched and unchurched and that the churched 
represented all denominations. Somehow I was glad I 
could never pick a Lutheran from a Presbyterian when 
we were meeting as members of the Christian Church 
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enjoying the contacts we can establish together even 
though we differ theologically. 

Today a new word has been added to the vocabulary 
of church people, or rather an old word has been lifted 
out and put back into use. There is always reason for 
such action. Something in the status quo is not all it 
should be and so our thinking has to be challenged. 
Today we hear much of the Ecumenical Church. At 
Madras and again in these meetings I have felt the force 
of the world fellowship of Christians. I have seen it in 
action. I believe “the Christian Gospel has the relevant 
and significant word” for this day. It seems obvious that 
Christians must speak it together in order to turn men’s 
thinking to Christ and His message. 


Christmas—Hanukka 


By THE Rev. E. W. HAMMer, Meriden, Conn. 


For the first time in many years it so happens that 
our Jewish friends will celebrate Hanukka on exactly 
the same day that the Christian world celebrates the 
birth of the Christ-child. The reason for this coincidence 
of dates is due to the lunar reckoning of the Jewish year. 

Beginning with December 25 (which is the twenty- 
fifth day of Kislev) the festival of Hanukka will be 
celebrated by the Jews for a period of eight days. The 
festival commemorates the victory of the Maccabean 
heroes over the Syrian army in 165 B. C. Although the 
Hanukka festival has no biblical foundation, neverthe- 
less it was instituted by early rabbis and has been ob- 
served by Jews the world over because it reminds them 
of the glories of their heroes and martyrs who fought 
valiantly for the glory of God and for their religious 
freedom. Moreover, the reason why this commemora- 
tion has made such a strong appeal to the Jewish con- 
science is because the war was primarily a religious 
war, involving freedom of conscience. The political 
aspect was of secondary importance. Jewish religion 
was at stake in that war. The conflict was a conflict 
between Judaism and Hellenism rather than a conflict 
ketween Jews and Syrians. 

When Alexander the Great conquered Palestine about 
332 B. C. the Jews came under Greek rule. The king 
of Syria, whose country was adjacent to Palestine, was 
also ruler over Palestine. But the Jews began to feel 
the yoke of the oppressor only after Antiochus Epiphanes 
became king of Syria in 175 B. C. 

Antiochus, lusting for power, found an opportunity 
to show his tyranny when the little vassal state of Judea 
was torn within by unfortunate conditions. The weaken- 
ing of religious and moral bonds caused many quarrels 
and dissensions in Jerusalem. The office of the High- 
priesthood, awarded by the Greeks, was given to the 
highest bidder. Naturally, there were some unscrupulous 
men among the high priests. They lacked religious feel- 
ing and were disloyal to the national ideals of the very 
people they represented. On one occasion when the 
rivalries for the highpriestly office threatened the se- 
curity of the little state, Antiochus was called in to 
restore peace. He used this opportunity to interfere in 
the internal affairs of Judea and manifested his power. 
He prohibited the Jews from observing the sabbath and 
religious holidays. He éven compelled them to offer 


sacrifices to the Greek gods, for whom altars had been 
erected in every town in Judea. By this measure he 
attempted to force an assimilation of the two peoples. 
Some Jews yielded: others—even in the face of death— 
stoutly refused to obey the decree. They suffered mar- 
tyrdom rather than give up their faith and religious 
practices. 

The leaders among the opposition were a certain 
Mattathias and his sons. They would neither submit to 
the royal decree nor quietly accept martyrdom. Imbued 
with a strong faith in the righteousness of their cause, 
and with infinite trust in God they started a rebellion 
in a little town named Modin. They determined to fight 
for their religious freedom and, if need be, to die fight- 
ing. These courageous heroes soon attracted other 
zealous men who were inspired by the same hope which 
only faith in God could provide. These meek Hasidim 
(pious ones) suddenly became great warriors and 
heroes. What they lacked in military skill and training 
was compensated for largely by their zeal and courage. 
Thus they were no unworthy match for the trained 
pagan soldiers. 

Mattathias died before his great hope had been re- 
alized. His sons were charged to carry on his work. The 
outstanding one among them was Judas Maccabee (this 
name is derived by some from the legend concerning 
the motto supposed to have been inscribed on their 
banner: “Mi Komoho Bo-Elim, Adonoy’”—Who is like 
unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods, cf. Ex. 15: 11. The 
first letters of the Hebrew sentence form the word 
MKBI). ; 

Judas waged a successful war and finally gained pos- 
session of Jerusalem. But the temple had been polluted 
by the abominable worship of the Greek gods. Hence 
it was necessary to cleanse its premises and to rededi- 
cate it again to the service of the God of Israel. The 
ceremony of consecration took place on the twenty-fifth 
day of Kislev, 165 B. C., and the festivities lasted for 
eight days. In commemoration of this great event the 
festival of Hanukka (which means “dedication”) was 
instituted, and is celebrated for eight days beginning on 
the day when the temple at Jerusalem was rededicated 
by the Maccabees. By a strange coincidence the Jews 
will be celebrating this festival this year on the same 
dav on which we celebrate our Christmas. 
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Among Ourselves 


Sufferings of the Little Children 


THE modern school is several jumps ahead of the 
average Sunday school in one respect at least. 

The school has discovered what many churches have 
forgotten—that children are people. They are growing 
and changing in many ways, but they are people. They 
are not puppy-dogs or pussy-cats to be petted and 
trained in any condescending fashion. They have per- 
sonality—attractive or offensive. They have character 
—good or bad. 

The times when Jesus actually mentioned children 
are few, yet the life He taught His followers to lead 
placed a new emphasis on childhood. To secure Biblical 
backing for our insistence on the value of children we 
have nearly worn the stories threadbare. 

That is one of the nice things about stories from the 
Bible. You can rub them threadbare without destroying 
the fabric: the basic threads only stand out stronger 
and firmer. Such is the case with the story of Jesus and 
the little ones. : 

There were a lot of grown-ups taking up Jesus’ time 
that day. Their problems were important. These chil- 
dren were in good health. They did not need the Mas- 
ter’s healing and they were not old enough to under- 
stand His teaching, or so thought the conventional dis- 
ciples. They were turning them away when Jesus 
interrupted. 

“This is the kind of people I want in my kingdom,” 
He said. “Unless you can receive my teaching in the 
same way these little children receive it, there is no 
place for you with me.” 

For centuries the church has been educating its chil- 
dren. Even parents who are not Christian often send 
their children to the church, and the church receives 
them gladly. We try to follow the wishes of the Master. 

We suffer the little children. But what do the children 
suffer? With sincere apologies for the pun, I insist that 
it expresses my meaning. We bring our children to 
Sunday school, but what do we do with them after we 
get them there, besides taking the attendance? We 
never miss out on that. 

Do we open the doors to new ways to grow, or clamp 
down the lid and make them suffer while we try to turn 
them into little sponges who can repeat what we have 
told them? 

The idea of “moulding little lives” is poetic, but to 
think of children as clay is all wrong. Clay is passive. 
Anything less passive than a healthy child is hard to 
imagine. Quicksilver is a better comparison. Always 
moving, always changing, the character of a child is 
never “in statu quo.” 

Many Sunday school teachers are afraid to accept this 
newer—and older—idea of the relation of children to 
the Kingdom of God. They are frightened when they 
think of breaking away from conventional procedure. 
They still think of the quiet child as the good child. 

In reality there is nothing to fear. Children are peo- 
ple. They are people with a superabundance of energy 
which they must learn to control in useful ways. But 
given a teacher who is ready to work with them rather 


THE LUTHERAN 


By Margaret A. J. Irvin 


than on them, they will respond with loyalty and affec- 
tion. 

Unless I have entirely misread my New Testament, 
Christ meant us to live a life of active love for God and 
man. The inner motive must be there, but if we deny 
our pupils an outlet for the expression of their love, they 
will suffer, now and later. 


Resolutions and the Women’s 
Group 


Isn’t it nice that we have a chance to make a fresh 
start in the middle of every year? 

Advent may be the beginning of the Church Year, 
but September is the beginning of the Parish Year. 
Therefore, January is almost the half-way mark in the 
Parish Year. 

When you stop to think about it, there are almost as 
many chances to make a fresh start offered to our or- 
ganizations by the calendar as there are months in the 
year. The Christian life, whether of an individual or an 
organization, is made up of fresh starts. 

Summer is over. Schools open. The parish program 
begins. Then, when we have worked through October 
to a grand climax at Christmas, along comes January 1. 
“You can’t let down now. The New Year has arrived. 
You must be even better than before.” 

So we take stock of the past and map out changes and 
improvements for the future. If you think your society 
is perfect, here are some questions to ask: 

Is your group contributing to the growth of your 
members? If the women in your society are giving more 
than they are getting out of it, you are somehow headed 
in the wrong direction. No Missionary Society should 
allow itself to become so absorbed in its statistical re- 
port, no Ladies’ Aid should be so busy with suppers and 
sales, that it forgets that the primary purpose of the 
church is the enriching of human life. 

The Missionary Society is less likely to need this re- 
minder than is the Parish Society. The Educational De- 
partment of the Women’s Missionary Society of the U. L. 
C. A. has on hand an ever-growing supply of devotional 
and educational material. Yet there are, here and there, 
local societies that need to pull themselves out of a rut. 

A great deal of this material will be just as interesting 
to groups whose major interest is in local problems. If 
you haven’t a program, why not plan to have one in 
1941? If you have one, plan to make it better. 

Another question to ask is whether your organization 
is contributing to the growth of the congregation. Do 
you invite women who are not members of the church? 
Do you make them feel at home? Do you show, with- 
out posing as “holier than thou,” that being part of the 
church is an important factor in your life? Do you 
make Christianity attractive by your attitude toward 
each other? 

Are you training leadership for the congregation? The 
more widely you distribute the work of your society, 
the more workers you are developing. 
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Musings of a 
Minister’s Wife 


The New Year Comes with a Bang 


Never a Dull Moment at the Lathrops’ Happy Home 


Wuat a way to start the New Year! I am glad that I 
do not believe in the old superstition that what you do 
on New Year’s Day you will do the rest of the year. 

To be sure, things started pleasantly enough. Mark 
had stayed up to see the New Year in, and we had 
wakened Joan so that she could join in the noise. As a 
consequence, they both slept late. I felt I was having 
a real holiday when I came downstairs at nine o’clock. 

The whole family helped to get breakfast. Joan set 
the table. Mark cut the grapefruit into fancy shapes. 
My husband took charge of the waffle iron, while I fried 
sausage. I hoped that by filling us up with a big break- 
fast, I could get away with providing only two meals. 

The way those children ate! I suppose being two 
hours late means more to them than to adults who don’t 
use up their fuel growing. 

There is one nice thing about having the children past 
the baby stage. We do not have to spend our mealtimes 
dodging spoons which are waved with more enthusiasm 
than accuracy. Nor do we spend the whole time correct- 
ing table manners. We can take time now for some 
really interesting conversation—though sometimes we 
need stop-go signals. 

This morning our principal topic was New Year reso- 
lutions. At first Mark thought there was no use making 
any, since people always break them. Jerry pointed out 
that that happened to most resolves. 

“Take you and Tommy, for instance. Every time you 
havea fight you make up and decide you are not going 
to do it any more. Because you sometimes do fight again 
is no reason to stop being friends and trying not to 
quarrel, is it?” he asked. As a result, the whole family 
decided to try to be more helpful at mealtimes. Jerry 
resolved to spend more time with the family. Joan is 
going to hang up her snowsuit when she comes into the 
house. Mark is going to try to remember where he puts 
his homework papers, and I am going to try to read 
something besides magazines and “best-sellers.” 

In accordance with the new arrangements, I had lots 
of help with the dishes. Then Betty arrived and she 
and Joan went up to Joan’s room to “play dolls.” Mark 
trailed me while I began my dinner preparations. It was 
a relief when he decided to hunt up Tommy and go 
skating. 

Soon I had finished fixing vegetables and was settled 
near the Christmas tree with the Forsyte Saga—a start 
on my 1941 schedule of reading. I was lost in admira- 
tion of Swithin’s waistcoats when the fire siren began 
to blow. The shrill note continued and before long 
cars were streaming past the house. Then Mark and 
Tommy came bursting in. 

“Where’s dad? Won't he take us to the fire? Rolfings’ 
tree caught fire and the whole house is burning up!” 

By this time, Jerry himself was coming down the 
stairs. He laughed at the boys’ excitement, but lost no 
time getting his hat and coat from the hall closet. 

The Rolfings are members of our church who live just 


outside of town on the road to Johnson’s Corners. We 
have always admired the way they have raised their 
youngsters, bringing them to Sunday school and church 
in all sorts of weather. I could see Jerry was worried. 

Joan and Betty wanted to go, but I let them help put 
our roast in the oven instead. In an hour my husband 
was back. His face showed he had bad news. 

“They have lost everything,” he said. “Their insurance 
will cover the rebuilding of the house, but nothing more. 
They are going to stay at the next farm with the Smiths, 
but they have no extra clothing, no bedding—nothing.” 

He called Mrs. Benson, the president of the Ladies’ 
Aid. She promised to get the women busy. When he 
came back from the phone, there was a speculative look 
in his eye. 

“Mrs. Rolfing and Mrs. Roache are about the same 
size,” he remarked. “I am going to see if I can’t interest 
her in helping. This may make her think of someone 
but herself for a change. If I am not back in half an 
hour, send an ambulance for the pieces.” 

“What about my dinner?” I asked. “Everything is in 
the oven. It will be hard to keep it from burning up.” 

“Oh, we'll eat it later. Those sausages are still keep- 
ing me going. Dinner will taste better when this is off 
my mind.” 

Isn’t that just like a man? “Later’”—with a roast of 
beef in the oven! For a minute I was wild. Soon I was 
myself again. Isn’t the ability to adapt himself to change 
one of the things that makes man different from beast? 
At that rate, there is certainly nothing beastly about a 
parsonage! 

In less than the allotted half hour Jerry was back 
with a bundle of clothing from Mrs. Roache. He was 
delighted. 

“T took them by surprise,” he said. “They didn’t exvect 
to see me on New Year’s Day. Mrs. Roache heard my 
voice in the hall before her mother could think of an 
excuse to keep me from seeing her. I told the whole 
story and Mrs. Roache seemed really sorry and not a bit 
upset, although her mother told me on the way out she 
hoped her daughter would be able to sleep tonight, after 
hearing such a harrowing tale. Well, even if it doesn’t 
help our invalid, Mrs. Rolfing can use the clothes.” 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


RESOLUTIONS are the rage. 

They’re made by folks of 
every age. 

If you hear an awful crash, 


It’s resolutions going smash! NAUGHTY NORA 
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Behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of 
it reached to heaven; and, behold, the angels of God 
ascending and decending on it. Genesis 28: 12 


“Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled. 


‘0 rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing.”—E. M. Sears. 


* * * 


Christ in you, the hope of glory Colossians 1: 27 


“O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee.”—Emily S. Elliott. 


And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
Luke 1: 46, 47 


“Turn your face to the sun and the shadows will fall 
behind you.” 


Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 


prepared before the face of all peoples. Luke 2: 30, 31 
“All the windows of my heart I open to the day.” 
—Whittier. 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell therein. Psalm 24: 1 


“God’s in His heaven.— 
All’s right with the world.”—Robert Browning. 


* * * 


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life. Psalm 24: 6 


“Some of these days! Let us bear with our sorrow! 
Faith in the future—its light we may borrow; 
There will be joy in the golden tomorrow— 
Some of these days!”—Frank L. Stanton. 


* * * 


Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for 
you. I Peter 5:7 


“What though the mast be now blown overboard, 
The cable broke, the holding anchor lost, 

And half our sailors swallowed in the flood— 
Yet lives the pilot still.”—Shakespeare. 


The angels are as much alive and interested as when 
they cheered the wanderer Jacob at Bethel or sang the 
Gloria in Exclsis to the shepherds when Christ was born. 
With the proper conditions of attuneness with God, a 
vital occasion, and a proper environment, we too can 
see heaven’s ladder let down and hear the angels sing. 
For, “still through the cloven skies they come.” “O rest 
beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.” 


“God bless me and my wife, my son John and his 
wife, us four and no more,” is the selfish prayer of 
many. There is no room in their hearts for others. 
“There was no room in the inn” for Jesus. What place 
has He in your heart? St. Paul refers to “the hope of 
glory” coming in when Christ enters. “O come to my 
heart, Lord Jesus. There is room in my heart for Thee.” 


The Magnificat, “My soul doth magnify the Lord,” is 
the song of adoration that wells up in every soul into 
which God’s Spirit descends. As the shadows are not 
seen when one faces the sun, so gloom and forebodings 
become invisible as we face “the Sun of righteousness.” 


Guido Rene’s painting, “The Soul’s Awakening,” pic- 
tures youth facing life with hope and confidence. St. 
Luke portrays the aged Simeon with no less hope and 
confidence as he faced the boy Jesus and uttered the 
Nunc Dimittis, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” At the beginning of a New Year, 
we confidently face the future. 


“Don’t worry because the tide is going out,” someone 
has said; “it always comes back.” He Who controls the 
tides of the ocean watches over your destiny and mine. 
“Why do the nations rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing,’ says Jehovah. “He that sitteth in the 
heavens” shall “dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel.” “Blessed are all they that take refuge in him” 
(Psalm 2:1, 4, 9, 12). 


The painting which portrays Hope sitting alone on the 
rim of the world with all strings of her harp gone save 
one, yet with bowed head still playing on that one string, 
is a forlorn picture. True hope says, “There will be joy 
in the golden tomorrow”; and that is the spirit in which 
we enter the new year. 


Some people start the new year full of fear, worrying 
and fretting, carrying unnecessary burdens. Stop trying 
to be Atlas, carrying the world on your shoulders; let 
the Almighty do that; and include your own little bur- 
dens, “casting all your care on Him.” Stop wearing the 
captain’s cap and let God do the navigating. “Jesus, 
Saviour, pilot me!” 
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The Wise Men 


CHRISTMAS is not complete without the wise men and 
the star. Although the guiding star appeared “in the 
East” when Christ was born, the wise men did not reach 
Bethlehem until they had traveled far and lingered at 
Jerusalem, and so the story is given prominence in the 
church after Christmas, during the Epiphany season. 
Epiphany means “manifestation,” referring in part to 
the revelation of the Messiah to the Gentiles through 
these high representatives. 

The word translated “wise men” is Magi, and refers 
to the Magi well known in the East as the ancient 
priestly caste of the Medes and Persians and Chaldeans. 
They were the scholars, learned in the arts as in religion, 
and frequently the teachers of royal families. They 
were cultured, influential, and frequently rich, the Magi 
in our story bringing offerings of “gold and frankincense 
and myrrh.” As astronomers and astrologers they were 
especially renowned. At Christmas it is a peculiar star 
which we, with them, follow to Bethlehem. These “wise 
men” we picture as three in number, clothed in rich 
robes, riding camels and bringing gifts. Removing all 
artistic and sentimental drapery and legendary lore, 
there remain the essential facts of the Bible story. 

Very interesting is the astronomical fact, reported by 
Kepler and referred to in Chinese inscriptions, that at 
the time of Christ’s birth there was a conjunction of 
Saturn and Jupiter and there appeared a strange evanes- 
cent star between them in the constellation of the Pisces 
or “fishes.” This constellation being connected in astrol- 
ogy with Judea, “the fish land,” the Magi went to 
Judea’s capital to learn of the new “Star” or ruler who 
had arisen among the Jews. 

Interesting, also, is the ancient prophecy of Balaam 
concerning the coming of Christ, “the Star’: ‘There 
shall come forth a star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall 
rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24: 17). Since Balaam was 
himself supposed to be one of the Magi of the East, his 
prophecy was doubtless known to the later Magi who 
connected the star in the sign of the “fishes” with the 
“star” born in Judea. 

Whatever the connection of these astronomical, 
astrological and prophetic facts, and however worthy 
of credence, there remain the “wise men” themselves 
and “the star of the East” as presented in Matthew’s 
Gospel, adding a peculiar charm to the Christmas story 
and brilliance to its pageantry. Whoever they were and 
whatever their country, these far-traveled worshipers 
were “wise” in that they saw the star, realized its sig- 
nificance, and followed its guidance. They were “wise” 
in following not only the star in the sky but the inner 
light of reason that led them to Jerusalem and the 
prophecies, and thence by the light of faith to where 
the Scriptures designated the Christ would be born. The 
external lights in Nature and in Revelation are of no 
avail without the guidance of the inner lights of Reason 
and of Faith. 


The Five-pointed Star 


THE Bethlehem Star has five points. The one is Hope, 
which illumines the path ahead, upward and onward, 
into Eternity. Its twin is Faith, which also shines out 
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into the upper reaches, toward God. Joy is the brilliant 
ray that leaps up between these two, toward heaven’s 
heights. The two downward beams radiate Love and 
Peace, twin benedictions of Jesus, the Star of Beth- 
lehem, who causes God’s glory to shine. 


The Better View 


From the peak of another year we look back over the 
way we have come and gain from past experience a 
better view of self and the horizons of life. We take 
stock not only of what we may have but of what we are. 
Fortunate the man who is evaluated by others more 
than by himself when the year’s inventory is taken. 
As on a high hill, silhouetted against the light, small 
does one appear and dark in outline. Such is the view 
on New Year’s Day against God’s skies and eternity. 
Not only should we “see ourselves as others sees us,” 
outwardly, but inwardly, as known by our Maker. 

The New Year bells ring out again, inviting us to 
view also the new world that lies ahead in history now 
making. 


The Better Way 


WuicH way shall I take in 1941? 

Shall I go the way of good resolutions? My New Year 
resolutions are my own exclusively, born out of my 
own experiences, ambitions, and desires. They are self- 
centered and low-planed, or they are winged with ideals 
and infused with the self-sacrificing spirit of Him Who 
implants in us right resolutions and the grace to carry 
them. through. 

Shall I go the way of the Cross? At the New Year 
crossroads is the Calvary sign, pointing the sacrificial, 
yet the better, way. As with the traveler lost in the 
darkness, pictured in “The Wayside Cross,” the ques- 
tion and the answer re-echo: 


“ “Which way shall I take?’ shouts a voice on the night, 
‘Tm a pilgrim awearied, and spent is my light.’ 


Near—near thee my son, is the old wayside cross, 
Like a gray friar cowled, in lichens and moss, 
And its cross-beam will point to the bright golden span 
That bridges the waters so safely for man.” 

—H. R: Palmer. 


Shall I go the way to Christ? The way of good resolu- 
tions should lead the way of the cross, and by it to Jesus 
Christ, Who leads toward heaven. 


“O good New Year, we clasp 

This warm, shut hand of thine, 

Loosing forever, with half sigh, half grasp, 

That which from ours falls like dead fingers’ twine: 
Ay, whether fierce its grasp 

Has been, or gentle, having been, we know 

That it was blessed: let the old year go. 


“O New Year, teach us faith! 

The road of life is hard: 

When our feet bleed and scourging winds us scathe, 
Point thou to him whose visage was more marred 

Than #hY man’s: who saith, 

‘Make straight paths for your feet,’ and to the opprest, 
‘Come ye to me, and I will give you rest.’ ” 

—Author of “John Halifax.” 
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O Bethlehem Star—l 


Tue Bensen cabin was hot and stuffy. Six little 
Bensens stared open-mouthed. Two more joined their 
voices in the general bedlam. Ollie Bensen in her misery 
of prolonged illness and gnawing bedsores whimpered 
audibly from her corner. Calmly, Garland went about 
her task of ministering to old Simeon. The burns were 
only surface ones, she discovered thankfully. As she 
worked over him, he regained consciousness long enough 
to demand of neighbors not to allow “thet furrin woman 
to tech him,” then mercifully he lapsed into an uncon- 
scious state as Garland continued her ministrations with 
antiseptics, ointments, and gauze. When she finished 
with Simeon, she turned to Ollie. Sores were bathed 
and soothed and powdered, tired knees were supported 
by pillows, tangled locks were combed and braided. 
Refreshed, Ollie caught at her hand and tried to speak. 
She had been inarticulate too long; words of gratitude 
would not come. Only her tears, hot on Garland’s hand, 
could speak for her. 

Garland was touched. Perhaps these people weren't 
queer and ungrateful; perhaps they didn’t know how to 
say the things that were in their hearts. She dismissed 
the thought. After all, she was first and foremost a 
minister’s wife, and they would accept her in that ca- 
pacity or not at all. 

It was quite dark when Garland and Eric started back 
to the parsonage. No sooner had they stepped outside 
than Hassie was upon them. “Please, Mis’ Foster, where 
am I goin’ to say, ‘O Bethlehem Star that Shines Afar’?” 

Garland was weary, or she never would have lost her 
patience. “Really, Hassie, you'll have to forget it!” Then 
Garland plodded on unhappily conscious of Eric’s un- 
spoken displeasure. 

oy ha ay 

Monday came, a bleak day with an occasional flurry 
of snow; but mid-morning found the Fosters arriving at 
Bailey’s General Store. From there Riley Bailey would 
take Garland to the station at Four Points as he made 
the trip for the mail. If Eric seemed to hold Garland’s 
hand a little tighter than usual as he helped her out of 
the vehicle, she pretended to disregard it. 

‘Don’t get lonely, Eric,” she told him casually. “The 
time will pass quickly.” 

“Of course,” responded Eric, busying himself with the 
settling of her luggage into Riley’s car. After that there 
was no time for anything except a quick wave of the 
hand. The car jerked forward. Looking back, Garland 
caught one glimpse of Eric, off-guard. His smile was 
wistful, and for one brief instant she wished with all 
her heart that she was not going. But ahead lay Prosper 
and home and Christmas with mother and dad. Surely 
after a long year of isolation she had a right to these. 
Resolutely, she turned her face toward the mountain 
road that snaked its way upward to Four Points. 

Riley Bailey deposited Garland at the station on the 
mountain-top long before schedule. Cramped and cold 
she made straight for the waiting room and its welcome 
warmth. As she swung open the door she stopped in 
consternation. “Alice! Alice Farraday!” 

The little figure in wine-colored ski suit, warming her 
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toes behind the ancient stove, gave an answering cry of 
recognition. “Garland, darling! Where are you going?” 

“Home for Christmas!” The words seemed to sing 
themselves. 

Alice’s face fell. “I’m sorry; you see I’ve come to the 
mountains for Christmas.” 

Alice spending Christmas in Four Points—somehow 
Garland could not seem to grasp the idea. Then Alice 
wheeled her about so that her vision was on a level with 
the ticket window. “Do you see that red-haired gentle- 
man hunched over the desk? That is Justin Williams. 
He is my reason for coming here. We are to be married 
next week.” 

At length Garland found her voice. “You are not 
coming back here—to live?” 

“Who says I’m not? Justin’s work is here; I love 
Justin, so I go where he goes. What could be more 
simple?” 

“But the isolation, the loneliness, the unfriendliness 
of these people, have you thought of these?” Unthink- 
ingly Garland was reeling off every drawback of the 
mountain country much in the same manner Alice had 
once pointed them out to her. And now Alice, blinded 
by her love for Justin, was turning as deaf an ear as 
Garland once had. 

“Don’t be silly, Garland. I thought that way, too, 
once. I rebelled at being sent to this wilderness and 
wouldn’t even try to win a place for myself. I wanted 
to be withdrawn from this territory; I wanted to go 
elsewhere and do big things. Now it is different.” 

They were standing near a window. From that point 
they could look down from lofty Four Points into the 
wide downward sweep of the valley below and upward 
again to the neighboring ridge. Here and there a stream 
like a vibrant silver thread broke the monotony, and 
now and then a banner of smoke issuing from a wide- 
throated chimney told of a log cabin hidden in the brush. 
Pine trees marched down the slope, across the valley 
and up to majestic heights opposite. And because they 
were snow-encrusted every one was a sparkling Christ- 
mas tree in its own right. 

“Look out there, Garland. Where could one find a 
more beautiful spot in which to spend Christmas? Even 
if it were barren and desolate, what would it matter? 
Christmas isn’t a thing of place—it is where the heart 
and mind are.” 

It was a serious speech for the merry Alice to make. 
Love was making a philosopher out of her, Garland re- 
flected. Then her lips curled scornfully. After all, Alice 
was young and idealistic; she, Garland, felt years older 
and wiser. 

Alice continued: “We are going to live here, and we 
are going to be a part of these people. We have planned 
it all, Justin and I. After the flop I made of myself as a 
state nurse, it took a lot of tall talking to get officials to 
give eae opener But they did, and I’m opening 
a milk station for babies. is ti i ice is givi 
eS never es. This time little Alice is giving 

The whistle of the engine split the stillness. Out of the 
depths of pine the train wormed its way up the heights. 


January 1, 1941 


Something was happening to Garland, something she 
could not understand. Alice was coming to the moun- 
tains; she was running away from them. Alice was 
coming to Justin; she was deserting Eric. Deserting 
Eric! No, no, she couldn’t do that. Eric needed her as 
he never had before. Suddenly she knew that she 
would not be taking the train to Prosper. 
@ @ @ 


It was the middle of the afternoon when Garland left 
Riley Bailey at the store. For the dozenth time she re- 
minded him: “You are to tell everybody you see about 
the party at the parsonage tonight, and be sure to get 
word to Hassie.” d 

She couldn’t get home fast enough after that. Never 
had the cabin looked so dear to her; never had the pine 
trees been so beautifully straight; never had the silver 
banner of smoke from the chimney beckoned so invit- 
ingly. She let herself in at the back door and tiptoed 
into the living room where Eric slumped at his desk. 

“Eric!” 

He was on his feet instantly. “Garland!” He swept 
her into his arms and held her as though he would never 
let her go. “Why did you come back?” 

“T couldn’t spend Christmas without you.” At that 
moment her eyes, peering over his shoulder fell, quite 
by accident, upon the letter he was writing. It was ad- 
dressed to the Board of Missions. Eric was writing to 
. No, it couldn’t be.. Eric surely wouldn’t do that. 
He was recommending that the work in Tumbling Creek 
be discontinued! Garland felt she was choking. To 
abandon Tumbing Creek meant failure for both of them. 
It would mean leaving the stout little cabin that was 
home. It would mean that all the work of the past year 
would be lost. Eric couldn’t do that—she wouldn’t let 
him. Suddenly courage came in like a tide, fresh and 
high and strong. 

“Eric we are having a Christmas party here tonight. 
Tve invited the parish, all of them. If we can’t win 
these people one way, we will win them another. At any 
rate, Hassie is going to have a chance to say, ‘O Beth- 
iehem Star.’ ” 

Eric’s eyes lighted gratefully. “What a friendly thing 
to do. I have thought at times perhaps we didn’t open 
our home enough.” 

“Then it is high time the Fosters turned over a new 
leaf.” Garland’s voice took on a high, singing quality 
that was contagious. “(Come on, Eric, we’re not beaten. 
There is bound to-be a new schoolhouse; the state will 
see to that. Who knows we may even have a church 
here some day.” 

Eric smiled. “You never give up, do you, Garland?” 

She felt his hand loosen its hold on her shoulder and 
move backward, then saw it slip the letter to the Mission 
Board into the wastepaper basket—where it belonged. 

“Yes, there were times without number when a min- 
ister’s wife had to be strong, with courage enough for 
two. Garland freed herself from Eric’s embrace. “With 
a party in the offing do you think you could help put up 
Christmas greens and make popcorn balls?” 

Before Eric could reply Hassie burst in upon them. 
“I saw Riley down the road a piece, Mis’ Foster, and he 
told me. Seems I cayn’t wait to say, ‘O Bethlehem Star.’ 
My grandpap, he’s comin’, too. The one that got burned 
you know. He’s right peart again, says he reckons you 
did him a sight of good.” The drooling Hassie paused 
for breath, then continued: “That ain’t all; grandpap 
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says maybe he'll guv thet strip along the creek fer a 
church come spring. Then I can say, ‘O Bethlehem Star 
that Shines Afar,’ in a real church, cayn’t I?” 

Neither Garland nor Eric heard. Above her head their 
eyes were meeting in mute understanding and gratitude. 
Peace and goodwill flooded their hearts, and at that 
moment Christmas really came to Tumbling Creek. 


“Glory to God in the Highest” 


A Christmas Meditation by Wilfried Tappert, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


In THE birth of the Saviour we see the first step in the 
plan and program of God for man’s salvation. In this 
ministry for man’s redemption God reveals His greatest 
glory. Justice shines high in the catalogue of divine 
virtues; goodness and holiness rank well up to the sum- 
mit of divine attributes, omnipotent might and omnis- 
cient wisdom may well stagger our comprehension and 
move to admiration and adoration; but brightest among 
the jewels of God’s nature, shining as the most glorious 
star upon the circlet of His brow, is the love that could 
move the God of all to humble Himself, and in the form 
of sinful flesh to minister unto the great and pressing 
needs of man the transgressor. 

Well may the angels of heaven announce with joy the 
birth of the Saviour at Bethlehem as bringing glory to 
God! Thousands of lives have since glorified God for 
this great act of His mercy, and every year added voices 
swell the praise of the Father Who gave His Son as a 
child to earth to redeem those who were under the curse 
and bondage of sin. In His love lies the fullest and 
greatest glory of God; and that love is best manifested 
in the gift of Jesus Christ, His Son. 

The gift of another’s love is peace. Thus also the gift 
of God to men at Christmastide is to mean peace to the 
peoples, peace unto the hearts before suffering under sin 
and evil, peace to the souls of men before at enmity with 
God. There is no other longing so deep in the hearts of 
men as this longing for peace. It cannot be satisfied by 
earthly consolation, by human promises, by mortal 
hopes; it is from above that this peace must come down 
to settle and make its home in hearts well prepared for 
it. It is of such peace that the birth of the Saviour at 
Bethlehem gives promise. Christ is our peace with God, 
our peace with fellowmen. 

This gift of the Saviour, this gift of our peace, comes 
to us as a little child. In this fact lies a world of meaning. 
It tells us that the peace of God may indeed be ours, but 
that it does not become fully ours until we welcome it 
into our hearts, until we take care of it and nurture it 
within our breasts, so that under God’s blessing it may 
constantly grow within us. As Jesus, God’s love incar- 
nate, is welcomed to our souls, and grows within us day 
by day, His peace will keep our hearts and minds, and 
we shall have our part in bringing glory unto God, and 
in making the message of Christmas true to us. 

Holy Saviour, we pray Thee grant us grace to 
receive Thyself into our hearts; that the glory 
of the Father may shine within our breasts, 
and that the peace which is from above may 
become our own. Lighten our sorrows and hal- 
low our joys, and grant us a life of blessedness 
in Thee. Amen. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE “DESK 


AFTER examining the hymns in our Common Service 
Book and comparing them with a copy of the Church 
Book that was in use in our congregation prior to 1918, 
we have reached the conclusion that New Year’s is 
something of an upstart among the festivals to which our 
calendar for public worship gives recognition. We are 
tempted to call it an alien, an undesirable guest at the 
feast. It has the sort of reputation a creditor is pre- 
sumed to have among his debtors: he is insistent on 
having annually a dominant place in every well ordered 
life, but the state of mind on New Year’s Day seems to 
resemble the attitude of an elderly neighbor of ours who 
always hoped for the best but knew the worst was 
bound to happen. 

Have you read hymns Number 479 to Number 482 
in our Common Service Book? Mind you, we are not 
pleading for a revision of the list. As contrasts between 
time and eternity, as comparisons of mortality with im- 
mortality, as reminders of the dangers lurking in the 
future of each of us, they are admirable. And of course 
we need the realization that something is liable to hap- 
pen. What with disease germs lurking in the most casual 
cough and neighbor Ex’s dumb son driving an automo- 
bile and a bunch of nitwits making our laws, what can 
New Year’s bring us but just one more of the same? 

In defense of our comments we quote a few lines— 
hymn Number 480, announces in stately rhythm: 

“A few more years shall roll, 
A few more seasons come, 
And we shall be with those that rest 
Asleep within the tomb.” 
To the imagery in the second stanza of Number 479 we 
record mild dissent. It is incongruous to declare: 
“Our years are like the shadows 
On sunny hills that lie, 
Or grasses in the meadows, 
That blossom but to die.” 
But for real downright unadulterated gloom we cite the 
first stanza of the first hymn under New Year of the 
Church Book (1901). It reads: 
“The year begins with Thee 
And Thou begin’st. with woe 
To let the world of sinners see 
That blood for sin must flow.” 


Lest anyone suspect that we are trying to be funny 
or even flippant in commenting on the hymns selected 
for New Year’s in our hymnals, we repeat definitely 
that what seems to us illogical is the appointment of 
poems of surrender to be connected with the celebration 
of New Year’s. Admittedly, the day belongs to the civil 
and not to the ecclesiastical calendar. All notice of it 
might be omitted and explained. But to identify it with 
uncertainty, fatalism, and judgment seems to us illogical. 
Why not capitalize its real significance to the average 
person and mark its arrival with the use of poems of 
idealism, choice, and confidence in the Christian’s priv- 
ilege to undertake more for His sake and by His grace 
than in the past? 

When the above paragraphs were read to a fellow 
editor, he inquired, “Have you any suggestions to 
make?” and we replied in the affirmative, “Onward, 
Christian soldiers; marching as to war,” is in order. That 
hymn we use during Lent, “Christian, Dost Thou See 


Them?” written when the Mohammedan invasion 
through Spain in the eighth century threatened Chris- 
tianity, has fitness, as has also “How Firm a Foundation.” 


THE LOOK AHEAD 


Wuen the farmers who sowed winter wheat last 
autumn answer inquiries from the department of agri- 
culture, they report acreage, soil conditions, rainfall, and 
weather temperatures. From these data of 1940 the fore- 
casts for 1941’s harvests are made with a reasonable 
degree of assurance. We offer activities of 1940 in the 
sphere of religion as the basis of “expectations” for 1941. 
In writing “expectations” we mean progress despite the 
serious obstacles that confront the propagation of faith 
in Christ at this time. We base our favorable predic- 
tions on four sets of facts as follows: 


_ II. Increased Promotion 
IV. Increased Clarity of 
Principles 


I. Increased Giving 
II. Increased Missioning 


As to increased giving, one could wish that more 
money could be expected than the total receipts for 1940 
warrants confidence for 1941. That to which we attach 
importance is the fact that despite general economic 
conditions, the work of the church received more from 
more people than in previous years. We of the United 
Lutheran Church once more got beyond the benev- 
olence slump which was so discouraging in the bienniums 
of 1934 and 1936. The increase can, we believe, be traced 
to the higher valuation by the members of congregations 
of the support which the church’s enterprises deserve. 
What we have come to call Christian Stewardship is a 
growing ideal among us. It can happen that 1941’s yield 
of dollars to strictly U. L. C. A. causes will not be as 
high as it was in 1928. Yet the increase in giving through 
convictions as to our obligations of charity will be a 
creditable increase. We may need to practice’ severe 
internal economy in order to meet requirements of 
church and state incident to war-caused emergencies 
affecting Christian fellowship and Christian citizenship. 
It is a cause for major congratulation that we are not 
seeking to dodge response to appeals now current 
among us. 


I. 


We believe we have such figures available as would 
demonstrate an enlarged degree of efficiency in the major 
agencies of our church to which we commit the exten- 
sion of our Lord’s Kingdom. We have a more adequate 
number of persons at work than was the case in 1936 or 
1938. Foreign fields are causes of anxiety, but as emer- 
gencies have arisen, wisdom and resources to meet them 
have been found. 

In the United States and Canada, with the churching 
of whose people our Board of American Missions is 
charged, one senses the feeling of confidence with which 
calls for their particular ministry are faced. Of sig- 
nificance in our judgment is the entrance into the United 
Lutheran Church of the Icelandic Synod. They did 
not join to become beneficiaries, but to enjoy partner- 
ship with energetic, well-organized agencies of service. 
Their president stated at Omaha that they had used 
great deliberation in deciding to seek a connection with 
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us. The decision is a basis of satisfaction in our present 
status. 

But we see “signs of progress” in articles from Lu- 
theran leaders. The New Year’s message in this issue 
from the president of the U. L. C. A. Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, has in our opinion 
a highly important evidence of the growing breadth of 
vision which is in process among us. An article by Sec- 
retary Dr. Drach of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
written after his attendance at and participation in the 
Atlantic City conference, will appear in next week’s 
issue. Under the word “ecumenical” Dr. Drach touches 
upon ability to work side by side in co-operation with 
sister communions in forms of Christian service that 
are assignable to administration in partnerships. 

This broadening of vision, so evident as 1941 begins, 
consists of three factors: opportunity to defend the king- 
dom in an hour of bitter attack upon it by its foes; 
second, power by divine grace to serve our Lord ef- 
fectively in extending the faith; third, discernment on 
the part of our leaders of what is needed and how to 
supply it. 

III. Increased Promotion 

In this year 1941 sufficient has been done toward 
realizing a project adopted in 1936 to discuss its values. 
We refer to what has come to be named the plan of pro- 
motion. In a later issue of THE LuTHERAN the Rev. F. 
Eppling Reinartz and Secretary Arthur P. Black will 
present in more adequate detail some results of work 
done. Here it is enough to remind the churches that the 
fourth step in the planning has been taken. The first, 
district meetings of pastors and lay representatives in 
1937 was succeeded by pastors’ institutes in 1938. In 
1939 church councilmen’s conferences brought these 
important stewards of the means of grace into close 
contacts with their duties and each other. Last year 
(1940) regional meetings for youth were arranged and 
conducted in practically every section of the U. L. C. A. 
Pastor Reinartz’ summary of effects belongs to this audit 
of resources for 1941. THe LuTHERAN presents it with 
the understanding that the coming article will give the 
data in which the eleven declarations rest. 


REGIONAL MEETINGS OF YOUTH 


Some Results Already Discernible from the Fourth Factor in 
U. L. C. A. Promotion 


1, Hundreds of our Church’s young people have deepened 
and freshened their understanding of the present mean- 
ing of their Confirmation vows, which supplied the pro- 
gram of the meetings. 

2. Youth throughout the Church have been given an op- 
portunity for a frank discussion of some of their vital 
problems. The conception was gained by some leaders 
that youth’s being problem conscious has been somewhat 
overemphasized. 

3. There has been provided an opportunity for quiet and 
serious study of Christian fundamentals of faith and 
action in the follow-up program. 

4, The whole Church has been made alert to its respon- 

sibility to strengthen its work with and for youth. 

Favorable attention has been gained for the new struc- 

ture of the Luther League program. 

6. The Parish and Church School Board has been led to 
redouble its efforts on behalf of the catechetical age and 
has called a secretary, the Rev. Irwin S. Spees, for this 
work. The Regional Meetings of Youth have helped to 
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create a favorable background against which to work 
out this program. 

7. Many pastors have conducted “follow-up” meetings very 
much like the Regional Meetings of Youth for their 
whole congregation. This means that hundreds of adults 
have gained the advantage of a renewal of their will to 
keep their Confirmation vows. 

8. The youth of the Church have been made conscious 
that the adult church has a specially ample place in its 
affections for them. 

9. The program of Lutheran World Action has gained the 
support of many effective announcements and appeals 
at the Regional Meetings of Youth. 

10. The mass meeting at Omaha provided one of the mem- 
orable and profitable occasions of our twelfth biennial 
convention. 

11. Pastors will take new interest and give devotion to their 
catechization in general and to their specific prepara- 
tions for the right of Confirmation in particular. The 
booklet, “A Promise with a Privilege,’ should be a 
perennial help. 


The New Year 


A SUMMARY OF PURPOSES 
By Edwin Heyl Delk, D.D. 


1. WuHatrEver my task shall be in the home, in school 
or in business life, I shall do it with my might and with 
a smile. 

2. Throughout the New Year I shall strive to put 
first things first, seeking to make my life tell for right- 
eousness, and helpfulness, knowing that character is the 
fundamental factor in all success and joy. 

3. Asa Christian [ will seek to please Christ and give 
my life to bringing to others His kingdom of righteous- 
ness, peace and joy. 

4, If trouble comes, I shall seek peace in God’s prom- 
ise that “All things work together for good to those who 
love Him.” 

5. I shall try to make love, not selfishness, the ruling 
power in my heart and life, so that in my family, social 
and church life I may be a joy and blessing to all men. 


[These ‘‘sentences” were recently found among the late Dr. Delk’s papers. ] 


A CALL TO SERVICE 
By Charles F. Sheriff, D.D., Mansfield, Ohio 


TuIs new year 1941 comes pure and unstained, fresh 
from the hand of God. Each day is a precious pearl 
which must be strung on the silver threads of life. Once 
threaded, it can never be unstrung, but stays as an un- 
dying record of faith and skill. Twelve glorious months 
laden with golden opportunities for success and hap- 
piness are intrusted to our keeping. Let us not be un- 
faithful in this trust from God. 

Loyalty to our duties will cause us to ride in the 
chariot of fire to the heights of successful attainment. 
Let us not as a shiftless and slothful dreamer allow the 
pearls to fall from our hand. God places life with its 
future weal or woe into our hands. The world and all 
that therein is, is ours for the taking. The Heavenly 
Father promises grace and bread for the day. He de- 
mands no achievement above our talents. He only asks 
that in the stewardship of life we be found faithful and 
that in the untrod journey we keep the sacred trust 
unbroken. 
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Persons Evaluated 
Jesus Establishes an Authoritative Gauge for Conduct 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Luke 14: 1-14. The Sunday School Lesson for January 12 


JESUS was not deeply concerned in 
the ways of society or in mass move- 
ments. He centered attention on indi- 
viduals. He interpreted the race and 
nation by this and that person. Com- 
munities, churches, states, nations, the 
world—as are the individuals in these 
so is their standing, and accordingly is 
their success. 

Personal conduct, even in minor mat- 
ters, is a determinant of the general 
conduct, for as goes the citizen so goes 
the state, or any multiple of the state. 
A citizen multiplied a few times makes 
a household; a few more times, a com- 
munity or club or church or political 
party or industrial organization; and 
multiplied by millions becomes a na- 
tion, and ultimately a community of 
nations. Just now we are feeling the 
vital force of certain individuals who 
head up nations largely in terms of 
wars. Everything considered, it is not 
surprising that Jesus evaluated persons, 
and set up a rule for their conduct. 


Life Above Law 


Church law and civil law differ in 
form and objective but not in principle 
and purpose. Both aim to control in- 
dividuals for their own and the com- 
mon good. In both cases there is an 
authority that can alter laws for an 
emergency, as when the whole life of 
the whole people supersedes the nor- 
mal law because of war, or as when 
Jesus set aside the immediate letter of 
the Sabbath law for the help of a drop- 
sical man. Rating life above law is not 
a repudiation of law: it is giving law 
its ultimate purpose; namely, to serve 
the highest good of individuals. Gov- 
ernment rescinds a law, or sets it aside 
temporarily, to meet a situation. (Fre- 
quently we see the sign, “No parking. 
Temporary police order.” This is put- 
ting specific conditions above general or 
expected conditions. This is not ignor- 
ing the general permission to park—the 
sign will be removed when the emer- 
gency is past.) 

Jesus at the synagogue put life above 
law in healing the man, though some 
interpreted the Sabbath law as broken 
by His act., But Jesus told His critics 
that they put the life of an animal above 
law when they pulled an ox or an ass 
out of a pit on the Sabbath rather than 
let it perish. They were not self-ac- 
cused for so doing, nor did the author- 
ities condemn them. Should Jesus’ con- 
cern for a dropsical man be checked by 
a law whose purpose and principle‘were 


better observed by healing the man 
than by following it literally and let- 
ting the man suffer? 


“The Way Up Is Down” 

So remarked a distinguished Chris- 
tian, a humble man advising others as 
to the path to honor and exaltation. 
Jesus claimed the same for Himself in 
saying that He was among His people 
as one who serves. In the Pharisee’s 
house He had occasion to expose and 
denounce the folly of over-ambitious 
guests who crowded into choice seats, 
pushing more deserving persons aside. 
(This sounds much like a present-day 
report.) Jesus advised taking a low 
seat; this might be the reason for being 
invited to a better seat. But Jesus did 
not open the way for cheating, for pre- 
tense of humility, for groveling in the 
dust, so as to attract attention, or be 
praised for humility and given unmer- 
ited reward. Humility is no mark of 
religiousness unless it is sincere, un- 
studied, and unrehearsed. It must be 
the natural, unintentional outcome of 
genuineness in relation to God and 
man. The standard for humility which 
Jesus established is best exemplified by 
Himself. His evaluation of persons was 
by that standard. 


Unbalanced Account 


Jesus proposed an unbalanced social 
account. He said it is better to do good 
and be kind and show generosity in 
distributing favors as a fruit of real love 
and genuine interest than to dole out 
favors only to those who can and will 
give us equal or greater favors in re- 


THINK OF THESE 


Ovr relation to Jesus should be more 
than mere courtesy. 


A man’s conduct tells what he is. 


Unsought, but deserved, promotion is 
welcome. 


Self-praise, as a ladder, is far too 
short. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
January 6 to 12 
M. Significance of a Sabbath Cure. Luke 14: 


1-6. 
T. Ambition at a Feast. Luke 14: 7-11. 
Ww. Hospitality Without Recompense. Luke 14: 
Th. Appraising Life Correctly. Matt. 6: 24-30. 
F. The Higher Values. Jeremiah 9: 23, 24. 
Sat. Vanity of Vanities. Ecclesiastes 2: 1-11. 
S. What Is Man? Psalm 8 
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turn. He did not sanction giving merely 
to get as much or more back. He did 
not endorse extending dinner invita- 
tions only to people who would provide 
a return dinner. Jesus’ way in such 
matters would hardly fit our times. We 
seem so insistent on balanced social 
accounts. We insist on keeping up with 
others, on doing as well by others as 
they do by us. We decide what we will 
do for others on the hope, or assurance, 
of what they will do for us in return. 
We are willing to buy them a dollar 
dinner, if they will return the favor 
some time. 

A Christian’s gauge for conduct must 
be Christ-made. The normal selfish- 
ness is not to be allowed. Instead we 
are to grow into the uplifting urge to 
serve others, though they do not, or 
cannot, serve us in return. We show a 
noble spirit when we are not irked 
when our best intentions are unappre- 
ciated. ; 

Jesus found the spirit of this all 
wrong. He wanted unselfish generosity. 
This is what He told His host. He sug- 
gested to this Pharisee that it would 
be to his credit, if next time he invited 
“the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind”—persons whom he could not ex- 
pect to balance the social account by 
inviting him. And all this indicates 
how thoroughly Jesus takes into ac- 
count our conduct in deciding how well 
we are following His standard, or, as 
we put it, how close we are to Chris- 
tian living. 


A REAL ASSISTANT 


Pastors and leaders of youth believe 
that in the booklet, “Youth’s Faith in 
Action,” the Church has something that 
will re-vitalize the faith of young peo- 
ple. It will be remembered that this 
booklet was recommended as a follow- 
up for the Regional Youth Rallies, the 
recent promotional effort of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 

“Youth’s. Faith in Action” is a study 
book based on the Order for Confirma- 
tion. In ten chapters of heart-searching 
study the pupil is led to re-think the 
implications of the day of his confirma- 
tion. The purpose of the book is to 
“suide youth from the confirmation 
faith and experience into fruitful and 
effective Christian living.” 

Our congregations are constantly 
faced with post-confirmation losses. 
Through Luther League meetings, youth 
groups organized for study, the week- 
day church school, vacation church 
school, Young Women’s Missionary So- 
cieties, Lenten study groups, and post- 
confirmation classes, “Youth’s Faith in 
Action” has a real contribution to make 
to the life and work of the local con- 
gregation. Plans should be made now 
for its extensive use in 1941. E. S.S. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


LIVING DARINGLY 
Joshua 1: 1-9 


To ive daringly does not mean to 
live recklessly. To take risks need- 
lessly is foolish and deserves no ap- 
plause. The goddess of chance is wor- 
shiped far and wide in America and in 
our world today. Life is geared to the 
spirit of the game where skill is a minor 
consideration. Happy-go-lucky disre- 
gard for the rules of study and training 
place far too great a strain on Lady 
Luck. Teams do win a game now and 
then by the breaks. But those who 
know tell us it takes training for a team 
to take advantage of the breaks. That 
which seems like luck is really skill 
that has been attained through long 
practice. 

The hero, as described by Emerson, 
is one who “taking both reputation and 
life in his hand, will, with perfect ur- 
banity, dare the gibbet and the mob, 
by the absolute truth of his speech and 
rectitude of his behaviour.” By this 
standard Joshua was a hero. He was 
sure that it was right that the children 
of Israel should win back the land of 
their fathers. With superb generalship 
and sublime faith in God he led his peo- 
ple into the promised land. Joshua did 
not just happen. No hero ever does. 
Do you believe that? 


Prepared 

One of the first obligations of a leader 
is to prepare his successor. History is 
the story of a chain of leadership. When 
there have been breaks in the succes- 
sion that has been confusion and little 
or no progress. The Bible, too, carries 
an endless chain of God-chosen lead- 
ers. Joshua had back of him Moses, 
Joseph, Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham. In 
particular, Moses is to be credited with 
his preparation. Joshua was given re- 
sponsibility such as the spying out of 
the land of promise and active com- 
mand of the army at Rephidim. He 
was experienced in wilderness travel, 
knew what it meant to manage a great 
host of people in their constant wan- 
derings, knew the difficulties facing 
their entry into Canaan, and most of 
all, knew the God of Israel. If heroic 
deeds followed his acceptance of su- 
preme command, they were the result 
of long years of training for leadership. 


Daily Heroism 
Someone has written, “Watch your 
way as cautious travelers and don’t be 
gazing at that distant mountain or river 
and saying, ‘How shall I ever get over 


them?’ But keep to the present little 
inch that is before you, and accomplish 
that in the little moment that belongs 
to it.’ Getting to the promised land 
was an inch-by-inch business. Even 
before Joshua brought back a brave 
report from his adventure as a spy, he 
had been facing each day bravely. We 
are too often far-sighted in our search 
for adventure. The same courage that 
prompts a great heroic deed also leads 
a young man or woman to say “No” to 
a dishonorable proposal. Dreams of 
daring living may close our eyes to 
present demands for courage. This day, 
every day, the hero must fearlessly 
hold to his ideals. 


The Love of Truth 


To live daringly we must love truth. 
Joshua did that. It was most unpopular 
for him to come into the camp of Israel 
with a true report of his findings and 
convictions with regard to crossing 
Jordan and entering the promised land. 
He knew that his people were afraid 
and would not welcome anything but a 
report that would keep them out of con- 
flict with the Canaanites. Almost all 
the way through his career he shows 
his absolute disregard for majority 
opinion. He had a decision of char- 
acter that was built on this love of 
truth. “One with God was a majority” 
to him. 

How much we need this love of truth 
in high places in America! We would 
elect men like Joshua to our congress 
to make our laws, to our courts to ad- 
minister our justice, to our adminis- 
trative offices to give impartial enforce- 
ment of our laws. Someone described 
the politician as one who sat on the 
fence with an ear to the ground on 
either side. Another defined him as 
one who marched forward with his ear 
to the ground. Either description pic- 
tures a bodily contortion that touches 
our sense of humor. The soul contor- 
tions of the average compromiser with 
conscience are not funny but tragic. 
The need of the hour is men who have 
Joshua’s love of truth. 


A Great Cause 


Great causes help to make great men. 
Too much of our energies are spent on 
things that do not really matter. We 
have to weigh the value of our life ob- 
jectives. It is a great thing to have 
one’s name symbolic with some great 
cause, like that of Lincoln with the 
abolition of slavery, or Luther with the 
reformation of the church. In a lesser 
degree all of us can make our names 


symbolic of some worthy cause. There 
are folks we know who when they come 
in to see us will lead the conversation 
to some pet interest. Is it child wel- 
fare, some organization or program of 
the church, missions? Whatever it is, 
it will help to lift that person up to the 
level of the cause. Joshua became great 
through his devotion to the cause of 
Israel’s possession of a homeland. This 
was God’s purpose and it made the ser- 
vant of God who helped to attain it. 
We too must attach ourselves to great 
causes if we hope to live daringly. 


The Consecrated Wiil 
“Laid on Thine altar, O my Lord divine, 
Accept this gift today, for Jesus’ 
sake; 
I have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine, 
No far-famed sacrifice to make; 
But here within my trembling hand I 
bring 
This will of mine—a thing that 
seemeth small, 
But Thou alone, O Lord, can’st un- 
derstand 
How when I yield Thee this, I yield 
Thee all.” 

Joshua lived daringly because he was 
God’s man. He was not the victim of 
his own selfish ambitions. He was not 
interested in an easy way to win his 
promised land. Compromise would not 
be God’s way. No, he must place him- 
self completely under the leadership of 
God, even where God’s way was a mys- 
tery and he could not see how success 
could be achieved in that way. Joshua 
did not dare to question. “His to do or 
die, and not to question, why?” This, 
too, is the mark of a great leader. 


The Assurance of God 

In Acts 4 there is a significant verse: 
“Now when they had beheld the bold- 
ness of Peter and John they took 
knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus.” No one can live daringly, 
in the sense of our topic, without a 
continual sense of the presence of God. 
Dr. George Matheson has called Joshua 
a “patient drudge,” and uses for the 
title of his character study, “Prosaic 
Joshua.” He has mistaken the obe- 
dience of Joshua for a kind of sullen 
slavery. Joshua was anything but 
prosaic. He was the companion of God 
in a mighty task. He was the human 
instrumentality through which God 
worked to bring His people into the 
land He had promised to their fathers. 

* * * 


Topic date: January 12. Next topic, 
“Living Epistles.” 
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PHILADELPHIA CHURCH’S 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 


St. Stephen’s, 40th St. and Powelton Ave., 
West Philadelphia, Holds Services 
Commemorating Its Founding 
and Progress 


THE month of December has been de- 
voted by St. Stephen’s Church, the Rev. 
Walter T. Hempel pastor, to the cele- 
bration of the 
seventy - fifth 
anniversary of 
its founding. On 
four successive 
Sundays guest 
preachers have 
officiated at the 
services, and on 
December 14 
theseventy- 
fifth anniver- 
sary dinner 
was held, the 
speaker being 
Dr, John’! W. 
Richards, pastor of St. Luke’s Church, 
Philadelphia. Other speakers have been 
Pastor F. Eppling Reinartz, consulting 
secretary on promotion; Dr. Theodore 
G. Tappert, professor at the Philadel- 
phia Seminary; Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, 
president of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania; and Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, 
formerly pastor of the daughter church 
of St. Stephen’s, the Church of the 
Incarnation. 

In recent years, due to changes in the 
community in the midst of which St. 
Stephen’s was located seventy-five 
years ago, the congregation has en- 
countered difficulties that would justify 
a considerable degree of discourage- 
ment. Realizing, however, that it is 
their present duty to maintain their 
parish in its present location until the 
influences upon the neighborhood have 
worked their way out, they have been 
loyal to their services in a way which 
merits the approbation of the Church 
in Philadelphia and in Pennsylvania. 
The present pastor took up his work 
fifteen months ago. Accessions to the 
congregation indicate the value of the 
ministry of the Word and Sacraments 
which have been carried on. 

One of the features in the life of this 
congregation has been its publication 
of a parish journal called St. Stephen’s 
Witness. From an issue of that journal 
one learns that a call for a meeting ap- 
peared in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger in November 1864. In January 
1865 the congregation was organized, 
and a place of worship was procured 
through renting the hall of the Mantua 
Hook and Ladder Company. Ten 
months later the cornerstone of the 
first building for the use of the con- 
gregation was laid, and St. Stephen’s 
became part of the community. Its lo- 
cation is north of the University of 


REV. WALTER T. 
HEMPEL 


Pennsylvania. It is the first Lutheran 
church that was established in Phila- 
delphia west of the Schuylkill River. 
Upon its roll appear the names of sev- 


eral distinguished scholars of American 


Lutheranism, among them Charles 
Porterfield Krauth, for a time vice- 
provost of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania; the late Henry Eyster Jacobs, 
who lived near the church prior to the 
removal of the theological seminary 
from Franklin Square to Mt. Airy; the 
Rev. Dr. F. A. Muhlenberg, during an 
interim preceding the establishment of 
the college that bears his name at 
Allentown. The Rey. Dr. A. T. Clay 
had a preaching connection with the 
congregation, as did also the Rev. Dr. 
Henry Elson, distinguished historian 
and, following a pastorate at St. Ste- 
phen’s, the president of Thiel College 
at Greenville, Pa. 

Among the pastors was the Rev. Dr. 
William Ashmead Schaeffer, to whom 
credit is justly given for the establish- 
ment of many missions in the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania. While pastor 
at St. Stephen’s, Dr. Schaeffer brought 
about the establishment of congrega- 
tions in Wilmington, Del.; Chester, Pa.; 
the Incarnation, West Philadelphia; St. 
Andrew’s, Atlantic City; and Trinity, 
Asbury Park.- 

The Rev. Dr. George Drach, now 
secretary of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, served St. Stephen’s Church prior 
to accepting a call from the General 
Council to devote his time to a secre- 
tarial position in the Board of Foreign 
Missions. 

Dr. T. W. Kretschmann, member of 
the faculty of Susquehanna University, 
was pastor of St. Stephen’s from 1905 
to 1919. It was during his pastorate that 
the present commodious and attractive 
church was erected upon the property 
procured by purchase from the West 
Philadelphia Y. M. C. A. During the 
difficult years 1920 to 1940 the pastor- 
ate was occupied by the Revs, Henry 


ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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M. Wertz, Willis L. Dillman, Samuel 
F. Stauffer, and the present clergyman, 
Walter T. Hempel. 

With reference to each of these men 
it can be said that they were careful 
and industrious in their stewardship of 
the trust committed to them. 


CHARLESTON CHURCH 
100 YEARS OLD 


President Knubel Anniversary Preacher 
at St. Matthew’s 


IN A FESTIVE SPIRIT St. Matthew’s 
Church, Charleston, S. C., observed its 
centennial December 1-3. Large con- 
gregations rejoicing in the blessings of 
the past and happy in their present 
associations and achievements were 
present on every occasion. Beginning 
with the Sunday school assembly in 


‘the church in a service conducted by 


the pastor, Dr. Walter C. Davis, and 
entered into heartily by the children 
and: young people, the celebration was 
ushered in. At the chief service, De- 
cember 1, the preacher was H. Brent 
Schaeffer, D.D., a former pastor, now 
doing special work for the Board of 
American Missions in Jackson, Miss. 
Dr. Schaeffer spoke on “Unveiling a 
Century,” recounting the outstanding 
events in the life of the congregation 
with an appropriate interpretation. 

In closing the morning service, Dr. 
Davis paid a fitting tribute to St. Mat- 
thew’s, and then led the congregation 
in a rededication of her members in a 
specially prepared service, a loyalty 
pledge and a dedicatory prayer. 

At the evening hour the other Lu- 
theran churches of the city joined with 
St. Matthew’s in a United Lutheran 
celebration. The preacher was Dr. F. H. 
Knubel, president of the United Lu- 
theran Church. His message was on 
“Loyalty.” Dr. Knubel is always heard 
gladly in Charleston, and in spite 
of a steady rain a capacity audience 
gathered to hear him. 

The climax of the entire celebration 
was reached Tuesday evening in a 
Community Fellowship Service. Greet- 
ings were brought by the mayor of 
the city, by the president of the 
Charleston Ministerial Union, and by 
Dr. George J. Gongaware of St. John’s 
Church, who brought a tribute from 
the other Lutheran pastors and con- 
gregations. As typifying St. Matthew’s 
in the past decade and a half, he men- 
tioned interest in Men for the Ministry, 
Money for Missions, and Music for the 
Master. The pastor and the session of 
the Second Presbyterian Church oc- 
cupied reserved seats. It was in the 
lecture room of this church that the 


# young congregation of St. Matthew’s 


worshiped the first eighteen months of 
its life. The pastor of that church paid 
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fitting tribute to a friendship that had 
lasted a hundred years. A reception 
in the Sunday school followed this 
program. 

St. Matthew’s has always been recog- 
nized as a musical church, and on 
Monday evening gave a concert under 
the direction of Mrs. H. E. Losse, 
organist. 


An Interesting History 

The congregation was organized De- 
cember 3, 1840, by a number of Ger- 
man families who had recently come to 
Charleston. It was a strong congrega- 
tion from the beginning, having 264 
charter members. It grew rapidly. The 
present confirmed membership is 1,330. 
During the past year 1,004 communed. 


ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH, 
CHARLESTON, S. C. 


One of the anniversary goals was the 
cancelling of the debt on the new Sun- 
day school property. This goal was 
reached, the congregation having con- 
tributed $81,000 toward this expansion 
program during the depression years. 
The general benevolences of the church 
were not neglected during this time, as 
the records show that $71,500 were con- 
tributed for this cause. 

The present church was dedicated 
Holy Thursday, 1872. The graceful 
spire, rising to a height of 297 feet, is 
a landmark in the city. A set of Deagan 
chimes was placed in this tower in 
1901. The first unit of the present Sun- 
day school building was erected in 
1909. In 1928 the adjacent property was 
purchased at a cost of $64,000, and the 
new Sunday school was built and 
dedicated in 1932. The property of the 
congregation, now free of debt, is con- 
servatively valued at $400,000. 

During her history St. Matthew’s has 
had but six pastors, not counting the 


: 


first mission pastor, who served but 
a few months: the Rev. F. Heemsoth, 
Louis Muller, D.D., W. A. C. Muller, 
D.D., the Rev. S. L. Blomgren, H. B. 
Schaeffer, D.D.; and Dr. Davis, who 
has served since 1926. 

The church and parish house were 
gorgeously decorated for the occasion. 
A forty-page booklet, giving the history 
of the congregation, based on the com- 
plete and beautifully kept records, was 
published. It was written by Miss 
Winnie Butt. A brief pageant, written 
by Miss Marie Heinsohn, was pre- 
sented Tuesday evening. The Rev. E. Z. 
Pence, president of the South Carolina 
Synod, brought greetings and had this 
to say: “There is a stability in St. Mat- 
thew’s which is an inspiration to our 
synod. Among the points which im- 
press me most is that the congregation 
is unanimous in its effort to promote 
its program. Somehow, I have never 
attended a congregation anywhere 
where I have been more convinced that 
the people put their relationship to the 
kingdom ahead of personal ideas.” 


PASTOR KNIPPLE HONORED 
BY LOYSVILLE CHARGE 


The Loysville Charge, Perry County, 
Pa., observed the twentieth anniversary 
of its pastor, the Rev. J. Grover C. 
Knipple, during the two weeks pre- 
ceding December 1. The charge con- 
sists of three congregations: Tressler 
Memorial, Mount Zion and Elliotts- 
burg. The pastor of this parish is also 
pastor of Tressler Orphans’ Home and 
the County Home. 

The Loysville Charge secured their 
first resident pastor, the Rev. John 
Timotheus Kuhl, in 1790, exactly 150 
years ago. The sesquicentennial was 
observed in Mount Zion Church, Sun- 
day evening, November 24. This church, 
then named St. Peter’s, was fully or- 
ganized with constitution in 1815. Roy 
M. Dunkelberger, D.D., Gettysburg, 
Pa., a son of the congregation, who car- 
ried the gospel to India, delivered the 
principal address at this meeting. C. B. 
Kennedy gave reminiscences. 

The Elliottsburg congregation, orig- 
inally organized at Ludolph’s in Little 
Germany in 1840, observed their cen- 
tennial Thursday evening, November 
28. The Rev. John E. Stambaugh of 
Breezewood, Pa., a son of this and the 
Loysville congregations, was the prin- 
cipal speaker. Reminiscences were 
given by W. H. Gray. 

Sunday, December 1, the anniversary 
services were held at Loysville, em- 
phasizing particularly the twenty 
years’ service of Pastor Knipple. At 
the morning service M. R. Hamsher, 
D.D., president of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod, preached, and Pastor 


21 


Knipple also spoke. At noon the ladies 
of the congregation prepared lunch for 
members and guests. In the afternoon, 
in addition to greetings by neighboring 
Lutheran pastors and pastors of sister 
denominations on the same territory, 
the following were on the program: 
the Rev. A. R. Longanecker, Gettys- 
burg, Pa., a former pastor, and the 
Revs. Robert M. Wise of Fisherville, 
Pa., and G. Robert Heim, New Bloom- 
field, Pa. 

Many important facts were presented 
in an attractive booklet. The following 
are notable in the pastorate of Mr. 
Knipple in totals of the parish: Con- 
firmations, 285; (additional confirma- 
tions at Tressler Orphans’ Home, 501); 
adult baptisms, 37; infant baptisms, 263; 
members received by letter, 195; 
funerals, 336; weddings, 120; total 
members received, 779; contributions 
for current expense, $86,779; for benev- 
olence, $39,489. During these twenty 
years each congregation has paid its 
benevolence apportionment. All three 
congregations are free from debt and 
have treasuries in good condition. This 
parish has led the rural parishes in the 
entire Conference in benevolence con- 
tributions for a period of eight or more 
years. For six years the Loysville con- 
gregation led all the churches of the 
Conference in per capita benevolence. 

In addition all three congregations 
have renovated their buildings and the 
parsonage has been repaired. In each 
instance the funds have been in hand 
before the work of renovation was 
begun. 


YEARS OF SERVICE 
APPRECIATED 


NoveMBER 24 special services were 
held at St. Paul’s Church, Peabody, 
Kan., Dr. K. deFreese pastor, to honor 
Miss Myrtle Holler and Dr. J. C. Haupt 
for long and faithful years of service as 
active members of the choir. Miss 
Holler has served for fifty-four years 
and Dr. Haupt for forty-four. At this 
service also new altar paraments, the 
gift of the Ladies’ Social Society, the 
Luther League, and the Sunday school 
as a tribute to these outstanding mem- 
bers, were dedicated. A new cassock, 
given by Mrs. F. H. Knubel of New 
York City, a former member of St. 
Paul’s, was worn for the first time by 
the acolyte. Following the morning 
service a dinner was served for the 
congregation in the church dining room. 
In the afternoon an impressive musical 
service was given by the choir. 

The Brotherhood was recently organ- 
ized with a charter membership of 
twenty-five men. Dr. Oliver D. Baltzly, 
pastor emeritus of Kountze Memorial 
Church, Omaha, Nebr., was the guest 
speaker at their meeting December 19. 
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WINTER AND WAR 


Dr. N. Willison’s News Letter from Canada 
Discloses Northern Nation’s Adjustments 


Winter has come with blizzards and 
temperatures reaching twenty degrees 
below zero. The landscape gives delight 
to the eye and the weather is bracing. 
The health of the community is good 
and men and women go about their 
tasks briskly and hopefully. Times are 
better, and still better days are coming. 
Canada is at war, to be sure, but she 
is not depressed because she is con- 
vineed of the justice of her cause and 
has confidence in the outcome. All ele- 
ments of the population are making 
cheerful contributions to the common 
effort in voluntary co-operation with 
the government. We have no conscrip- 
tion for overseas service and only some 
classes of men must report for mil- 
itary training in home defense. That 
order affects some of our seminary stu- 
dents, but the time required for camp 
exercises is only one month, and that 
training may be deferred until the end 
of the scholastic year. Several of the 
students are volunteers in the “Cana- 
dian Officers’ Training Corps” with drill 
on the university campus two evenings 
a week. 


High Spiritual Standard 


It would be difficult to evaluate the 
effects of the war on the spiritual life 
of Canada. So far as my personal ob- 
servations enable me at this time to 
express an opinion I can state that the 
attitude of the churches is very differ- 
ent from that which prevailed during 
the last war. It is much steadier and 
saner. There is a closer application to 
evangelical preaching and wholesome 
spiritual ministration. Complete liberty 
of worship for all elements of the pop- 
ulation is encouraged by governmental 
authorities and taken for granted by 
the public. So far as I know only two 
pastors of Lutheran churches in Can- 
ada have been interned and the United 
Church of Canada has as many. In 
comparison with the “Fifth Column” 
scare in other countries the tone of 
Canadian national life prompts to con- 
gratulations and thanksgiving. The 
Canadian Lutheran Commission for 
War Service has been courteously rec- 
ognized by the military authorities and 
assurance has been given that as soon 
as the number of Lutherans enlisted 
in the armed forces warrants, a Lu- 
theran pastor will be appointed chap- 
lain. Even the Baptist Church does not 
yet have one. Several of our Canadian 
pastors have volunteered for chaplaincy 
service. All internment and prison camps 
in which there are Lutherans are being 
served by Lutheran pastors. The de- 
partment looks with disfavor, however, 
upon visits by traveling representa- 
tives of the Church. It regards them 


as unnecessary. In the military camps 
transportation facilities are provided 
for soldiers desiring to attend divine 
services in neighboring churches. 


The Women Meet the Emergency 

Work in our co-operating seminaries 
at Saskatoon is progressing satisfac- 
torily in every respect. Luther Sem- 
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arate me from it that I might have a 
truer perspective. It has been my priv- 
ilege to attend a number of the con- 
ventions, but never before in wartime. 


_ War does make tremendously real some 


things to which at other times we give 
little attention. The claims by the 
Church to ecumenicity are not so easily 
sustained when national lines have to 


inary will have its first graduate at the 


close of the year, and there are six 
seniors in the Lutheran College and 
Seminary. Altogether eighteen students 
are registered for full-time or part- 
time work. It was big news that came 
to us in October from Des Moines and 
Omaha. The Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the United Lutheran Church 
at the suggestion of Dr. Gould Wickey 
of the U. L. C. A. Board of Education 
has made us the largest donation we 
have ever received, and we have assur- 
ances that the gift will be supplemented 
by donations from other friends. For 
twenty-five years we have been with- 
out a general water system on our 
campus. We have had to haul our water 
from the city sources of supply almost 
a mile distant. The inconvenience and 
inadequacy of such a situation can 
scarcely be imagined. Because of our 
remote location we have not been able 
to induce the municipal authorities to 
bring water mains out here. Since the 
war began a military camp was estab- 
lished near the city and water was 
needed there. The War Department 
offered to pay the cost if the municipal- 
ity would do the work and grant a fifty 
per cent rebate on the regular water 
rates until the total rebate should equal 
the cost of installation. This action gave 
us a cue for a new appeal. Would our 
institution be granted similar condi- 
tions and what would be the cost? On 
first estimates water and sewage were 
declared impracticable, but water alone 
might be installed for about $7,000 with 
plumbing in the homes extra. Our big 
news is that this money will now be 
made available. The Women’s Mission- 
ary Society granted us $5,000. How can 
we adequately thank them? 


Thinking of Omaha 
May I comment on the Omaha Con- 
vention? I have allowed time to sep- 
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be sharply drawn. And where is the 
boundary between church and state 
when the same persons have to meet 
the claims of both and the same church 
has to express herself in relation to 
more than one state? The declarations 
of the church assume importance in 
proportion to the intensity of public 
feeling, and it is not seldom true that 
her cause is best served without dec- 
larations. 

Omaha found itself in the midst of a 
presidential election campaign; in the 
midst of a national registration for war 
service; in the midst of war! Could the 
church speak authoritatively on prob- 
lems arising out of situations that af- 


fected different groups differently? And 


then there was the problem of giving 
expression in words to the nature of 
the unity within herself that the church 
so ardently desires and has not in the 
past been absolutely sure that she rec- 
ognized when she saw it. We rejoice 
in freedom of conscience and we think 
we are entitled to freedom of speech; 
but sometimes, in a public assembly, 
we have to recognize that the prompt- 
ings of different consciences may re- 
sult in divergence of speech and action. 
Who is competent to apply the rule that 
shall serve as the infallible criterion of 
resulting action? In a democratic polity 
the majority rules even though it can-— 
not always convince. 


Divine Leadership 


Does this imply that any official action 
taken at Omaha was not of convincing 
worth? Luther was driven to the view 
that church councils may err, and yet 
he would refer the conflict of his time 
to a church council. How else shall 
the church speak? My own conviction 
is that the Spirit of God led the Church 
to the actions taken at Omaha. Per- 
sonal preferences are entitled to re- 
spect, but should they not always be 


January 1, 1941 


subordinated to the common interest? 
Even Paul found some things lawful 
for him but not expedient. In the in- 
terest of the unity of the church, should 
we not be willing to sacrifice some 
practices that give us social advantages 
and may not be condemned by our con- 
sciences but are hurdles in the course 
towards unity because they give of- 
fence to the great majority of our 
brethren? By an overwhelming ma- 
jority Omaha made declaration of the 
desire of the Church for wider applica- 
‘tion of existing unity. With this declara- 
tion she placed herself on the same 
field as her sister general bodies on 
this continent. If complete outward 
expression of fellowship does not re- 
sult, the blame cannot be laid at the 
door of the United Lutheran Church. 

Another Canadian synod was re- 
ceived into membership at Omaha. The 
welcome was unmistakably whole- 
hearted. Naturally the event was of 
special interest to the Canadian part 
of the Church. The Icelandic Synod 
is a pioneer in Western Canada and its 
membership has contributed much to 
the development and integrity of west- 
ern life. President Olafson promptly 
won a place of favor in the convention. 
May much good result from the entry 
of this synod. Canada now has con- 
tributed four of the thirty-two con- 
stituent synods of our general body. I 
cannot help giving expression to my 
disappointment that not a single Cana- 
dian was elected by the convention to 
any board or committee. 


Conscientious Objection 


The Church was asked to make a 
declaration regarding the validity of 
“conscientious objection” to war serv- 
ice. Such objection attracts little atten- 
tion so long as service is on a voluntary 
basis; but what is to be done when the 
manpower of the nation is conscripted? 
The Lutheran Church has always 
taught that to serve in the armed forces 
of the state and to engage in battle is 
not only permitted to the Christian but 
may be his duty. Loyalty to the state 
demands it. Once again our Church 
has made it clear that she adheres to 
such teaching. How can she do other- 
wise and remain true to her confes- 
sions? And yet! Is it not a strain on 
the conscience of a Christian to say to 
another Christian through the discipline 
of the church: “You must go to battle 
and to death, if necessary”? And it is 
not only the death of this person that 
may be involved, but he is ordered to 
go out to slay a brother because the 
two governments of the states they 
represent have quarreled! There is un- 
speakable pathos in the situation. The 
church must follow her members even 
into battle: she dare not leave them 
nor forsake them. 


THE VOICE OF CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS 


By the Rev. Edwin J. Johnson 


AN om boom is under way in Mont- 
gomery County, and hopes are run- 
ning high that it may be sustained. 
Geologists who have been on the job 
assure us that it’s a great find, and high- 
producing wells may soon be under 
way. While oil is flowing from some 
wells, other wells that formerly gave 
water have ceased to flow. Many farm- 
ers have a task to haul water. Isn’t 
that just like life in this world? You 
can’t have everything. After all, there 
are some things needful for bodily sus- 
tenance, just like the needs of the soul. 
Yellow or black gold cannot answer 
these needs. 


On the twenty-second of November 
a large group of Brotherhood men of 
Montgomery County gathered in St. 
James Church, Vandalia, the Rev. Paul 
R. Bollman pastor, for their annual 
banquet. We were glad for the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy the hospitality of Pas- 
tor Bollman and his fine people, in their 
recently improved church home, upon 
which they have expended $6,500. They 
have more to show for it than most 
congregations, since they were given 
the greatest advantage in purchasing 
materials. 

With this extension, providing edu- 
cational and recreational rooms and 
kitchen, St. James congregation is 
favorably situated. The addition was 
dedicated November 17, when Dr. R. G. 
Schulz, president of Carthage College, 
was the guest speaker. The Brother- 
hood meeting was one of inspiration 
and blessing. Our speaker was the Rev. 
Rene Aeschliman, pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Vandalia, a man of 
unusual ability. He was born in Switz- 
erland, and has, since coming to Amer- 
ica seventeen years ago, made many 
trips back to Europe. He spoke about 
“Perspectives” and few would be the 
men who could not take home a mes- 
sage. A week later we listened to the 
same speaker at a Rotary luncheon in 
Nokomis, when he gave us a vivid pic- 
ture of “Giants and Dwarfs” char- 
acterizing the European situation in its 
present crisis. 


With the Brotherhood 


On the evening of December 4 it was 
the privilege of the writer to accom- 
pany Louis Woltmann, president of the 
Illinois Synodical Brotherhood, to the 
meeting of the Greater St. Louis Broth- 
erhoods in Faith Church, the Rev. A. L. 
Grewe pastor. About 100 men were 
gathered for this meeting, and it was 
a Brotherhood meeting, without any at- 
tempt to tickle the fancies with friv- 
olous entertainment. We listened to 
Mr. Alexander of St. Mark’s Church 
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give a vivid picture of the Omaha con- 
vention, and Ed. Konering, our syn- 
odical statistician, who presented a 
helpful report of what took place in 
Omaha. He told the men what they 
should know about their Church. John 
Schuermann, an active member of Faith 
Church, told of the Brotherhood Con- 
vention at Omaha, and represented the 
Nachusa Home in a way that will bring 
results. A moving picture of the Home 
was also shown in this connection. A 
new spirit has taken hold of these men, 
and they look forward to greater 
achievements. 


St. Mark’s, Washington, will have a 
new pastor after December 15, when 
the Rev. Carl D. Kammeyer of Polo 
will begin his work there. Mr. Kam- 
meyer has served as pastor of the Polo 
Church for nearly ten years. During 
that period the membership had a 
healthy growth, 304 of confirmation age 
and adults were received into member- 
ship; 50 weddings were performed; 158 
funerals were conducted; 106 children 
baptized. The communing membership 
grew from 199 to 302. Many improve- 
ments were made for the progress of 
the congregation and to the property. 
Pastor Kammeyer was always active in 
his community, having an interest in 
the educational and civic life which 
served a helpful purpose. He was also 
active in the church at large, having 
served as conference president, mem- 
ber of synodical committees, and as a 
delegate to two conventions of the 
United Lutheran Church, at Savannah 
and Omaha. He has proved himself a 
man of God in being a good preacher 
of the gospel and a faithful pastor. We 
bespeak for him a most blessed min- 
istry at Washington, as successor to 
Dr. L. J. Powell. 


The Rev. K. Bruno Neumann was 
installed as pastor of Grace Church, 
Peoria, Sunday evening, November 17, 
by the Rev. Carl D. Kammeyer of Polo. 


The Rev. Gilbert Saathoff of Dakota 
City, Nebr., has accepted a call to St. 
Peter’s Church, Arenzville, recently 
made vacant by the resignation of the 
Rev. K. Bruno Neumann. Mr. Saathoff 
has among his many gifts as a minister 
of the Gospel an outstanding musical 
ability. He sang with the male quartet 
and choir while a student at Carthage 
College, and has continued his musical 
interest. 


The Council of Churches of the 
Springfield Area held a Missionary 
Conference during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, with Dr. E. Stanley Jones, 
Miss Muriel Lester and others as speak- 
ers. While we of the Lutheran Church 
may not always accept the position of 
the Council of Churches, yet we are 
mindful that in the words of our Sun- 
day school lesson on December 1, “They 
are for Christ.” 
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THE TOP OF ILLINOIS 
By the Rev. C. H. Hightower 


With the departure of the Rev. 
Walter Koepf from our midst, the 
Northern Conference of the Illinois 
Synod has been without a news dis- 
penser so far as THE LUTHERAN is con- 
cerned. The writer has been asked to 
take over the responsibility. This re- 
quest has come from one man, the pres- 
ident of the conference. The job may 
be laid aside at the request of many 
men, including the respected editor of 
THe LUTHERAN. Several of our men 
have suggested names for the column, 
but the one that pleases most seems to 
be the one standing at the head of these 
vaporings. We certainly want it un- 
derstood by the rest of the brethren of 
the Illinois Synod that the heading has 
a geographical reference rather than to 
other facts known to most preachers of 
the Middle West. 


At a recent meeting of the Northern 
Illinois Conference, held at the Mil- 
ledgeville church, the Rev. Luther 
Miller of the Harvard church was 
elected president and the Rev. Ray 
Shawl secretary, with Mr. Rufus 
Dameier of the Kent church again act- 
ing as treasurer. 


The big interest in this part of the 
Illinois Synod has been the Lutheran 
World Action opportunity. According 
to Dr. Weng, two of our churches have 
assumed their full quota of one dollar 
per communing member. They are St. 
Paul’s, Oregon, and Trinity, Mount 
Morris. Other churches are doing a fine 
piece of work here and the Northern 
Conference will make a_ creditable 
showing. 


The Rev. Albert Keck, Jr., pastor of 
St. John’s, Sterling, reports wonderful 
progress during the current year. Pas- 
tor Keck has a great group of people 
and a fine leadership among his men. 
This church will again pay its 100 per 
cent benevolence. This is a fine habit 
this church has. Besides this they have 
paid their quota of $1,600 for Nachusa 
bonds, and gave $100 to the India Cen- 
tennial Fund in recognition of Dr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Harris, who spent nine years 
as missionaries in India. 


The Rev. Lebbeus Woods, pastor of 
Christ Church, Sharon, Wis., has 
spoken many times over the radio at 
Station WCLO, Janesville. He was 
booked for another series of addresses 
beginning December 10. Mr. Woods is 
well known over southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois because of his 
long and faithful pastorate at Sharon. 


And So They Move 


This seems to be moving time in this 
part of the church. Conference seems 


to be seething with pastors coming and 
going. The Revs. Walter E. Koepf and 
Ernest S. Ewald from Lanark and Man- 
lius churches respectively have gone to 
the Chicago Conference. The Rev. Karl 
Kammeyer, after a ten-year pastorate 
in Polo has removed to the Washington 
church of the Central Conference where 
he ought to be quite a help to “The 
Voice of Central Illinois.” The Rev. 
Robert Daube has resigned at Calvary 
Church in Rockford and is going to 
Holy Trinity, South Bend, Ind. The 
Rev. Carl Satre of Amity Church, Lena, 
received a leave of absence from his 
pulpit to do a year as chaplain in the 
army. In about two months he either 
“moralized” or “demoralized” the army 
and it gave him a leave of absence to 
become acting pastor at North Austin 
Church during the year’s absence of 
Dr. Otterbein. 


November, as usual, was Every 


Member Visitation month in ~our 


churches. We are glad to report that 
some of the churches which through 
the years had gotten away from’ the 
visitation are returning to the fold. We 
older men in the pastorate know there 
is no substitute for a well-organized 
and thoroughly carried out visitation. 
St. Paul’s, Dixon, under the able guid- 
ance of Dr. Lloyd W. Walter is adding 
a feature to its canvass this year that 
looks very good to me. They had group 
meetings of the congregation for the 
study of the work of the church and 
the demands of the church budget. 
After such studies the visitation was 
made. 


Trinity Church, Mount Morris, has a 
fine record of benevolent payments. In 
only one year in the last thirty has this 
church failed to pay its benevolence in 
full, and this was through an error. 
This church also puts on a full program 
for its visitation. Mr. Hansen of St. 
Paul’s, Dixon, was the speaker for the 
pre-visitation dinner. After his ad- 
dress we were assured of a successful 
canvass and we were not disappointed. 
Trinity is preparing to celebrate her 
one hundredth anniversary in 1946. The 
writer has been pastor of this church 
since 1924. 


The Northern Conference recently 
welcomed the Rev. Arthur Schmidt and 
his family to our midst. Pastor Schmidt 
came to the Forreston congregation 
from the church in Irving, Ill. 


The First Lutheran Church of Mt. 
Carroll held a sort of combination fes- 
tival of rejoicing. This date, November 
17, marked the third anniversary of the 
rebuilding of the church after a devas- 
tating fire had all but destroyed it. The 
occasion also marked the thirtieth an- 
niversary of the ordination of the pas- 
tor, the Rev. E. C. Dolbeer. The thank- 
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offering for the day was given to Lu- 
theran World Action. At the dinner 
which closed the celebration in the eve- 
ning, the church, the leading men of 
the community, and visiting pastors, 
along with the president of the synod 
and other distinguished guests, met to 
do honor to Pastor and Mrs. Dolbeer. 
This congregation has a long and dis- 
tinguished record of service in the 
community. 


Our Latest Arrival 

The Harvard Congregation, for years 
independent, yet large in numbers and 
great in power, was formally received 
into the Illinois Synod October 6, 1940. 
Things happen fast in the Illinois 
Synod, but so far as we know this is 
our newest addition to the roll of con- 
gregations. We welcome Pastor Luther 
C. Mueller and his people to the synod 
and the Northern Conference. They are 
a great-people and have a fine pastor. 
We expect great things from them. 


In the midst of so many demands 
upon the churches there is one cause 
that we have kept in mind in this dis- 
trict: the payment of the Nachusa 
bonds undertaken by the men of the 
Synod of Illinois. Practically every 
church on this territory has assumed 
its obligation and the bonds are being 
retired at a merry clip. Churches that 
have overlooked this matter should get 
busy at once so that our report may be 
100 per cent. 


Dr. T. B. Hersch began his work in 
the Lanark congregation the first of 
December. He succeeded the Rev. 
Walter Koepf, who recently moved to 
the Chicago Conference. 


So closes this first letter. There is 
much doing—there is much to be done. 
This column should be a record of some 
of the things that transpire in this part 
of the Illinois Synod. To make things 
a “little easier” for the genial president 
of the Illinois Synod in his placement 
of men, “You are not prepared to 
preach until you have preached in 
Northern Illinois.” 


AMERICAN CHURCHES AND 
THE NEEDS OF THE HOUR 


(Continued from page 7) 


° © Relief and unemployment. This 
seminar urged “the appointment by 
Congress or the President of a com- 
mission on unemployment to be com- 
posed of representatives of consumers, 
farmers, labor, finance, manufacturing, 
commerce, government, education, 
church, youth and welfare agencies 
without regard to race or color... and 
that the personnel for administration 
of relief be selected on the merit basis 

. . and that basic human family needs 
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be recognized as being the first claim 
on funds available.” 

e ¢ Refugees. A call was sent out 
to every local church, pleading that it 
share in the relief of refugees who are 
the innocent victims of tragic condi- 
tions. Church members were asked to 
take a personal interest in refugees and 
to support generously accredited 
agencies engaged in this work. 

@ @ Share-croppers and Migrants. 
Reasons for “immediate Christian 
action” were found in the poverty and 
helplessness besetting the landless 
southern farmers and our agricultural 
gypsies. The commission which studied 
this problem called the attention of 
theological seminaries to the need for 
ministers trained for special service to 
these people. It also endorsed the ef- 
forts of our national government’s Farm 
Security Administration to enable those 
without soil to till to acquire land or to 
secure the use of productive acres. 

® © Community problems rising from 
defense program. Congregations were 
encouraged to give suitable recognition 
to trainees leaving for camp... main- 
tain communication with them ... give 
such assistance within camps as may 
be acceptable . . . provide needs of 
trainees off duty . . . seek to eliminate 
unfavorable social conditions in com- 
munities near camps. 

© © The duty of American Christians 
to those threatened by starvation in 
certain areas of Europe and Asia. Un- 
der the heading “All One Body We” 
the seminar reported to the plenary 
sessions: “We have repeatedly voiced 
our determination to build a world- 
wide Christian fellowship. The genu- 
ineness of our desire is to be meas- 
ured in terms of our response in main- 
taining the life of Christians abroad 
and cementing the bonds of our unity 


in Christ through ministering to their 


necessities. .. . Let us give prompt and 
repeated expression to the resolve to 
bring Christ’s healing power to the woes 
and suffering of mankind.” 
the convention could not unanimously 
adopt any single methed of administer- 
ing these gifts. In general it endorsed 
the use of church agencies for collect- 
ing funds and distributing food. The 
spirit of the delegates was reflected in 
the animated words of Dr. Adolph 
Keller, general secretary of the Swiss 
Federation of Churches: “Political and 
military leaders may say that we should 
not feed our hungry brethren in 
Europe. But the Christ in us says that 
we must do so.” 

A sense of alarm concerning the 
world outlook gave the convention a 
sober tone, but in every session at least 
three dominant notes were struck: Be- 
fore us is a great opportunity for pour- 
ing ourselves out in sacrificial compas- 
sion for sufferers throughout the world; 
ripe wisdom and the best mission meth- 


} 


Though — 


* Do you have your copy yet? 
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ods must take the place of extemporiz- 
ing and amateurish methods; Christ, 
His Church and His people, though they 
may be severely chastened, will come 


from the trials of this present time 


triumphant. 


A BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1941 Year Book Compact With Facts About 
the United Lutheran Church 


Editor—W. H. Greever, Secretary of 
U. L. C. A. Single copy, 20 cents; per 
dozen, $1.50. 

The 1941 Year Book of the United 
Lutheran Church in America is as at- 
tractive in appearance as a woman 
with a new hair-do or a man with a 
fresh haircut. One wishes to become 
acquainted with it and have a talk. The 
book has much to talk about also, new 
things that nobody but its editor would 
have thought up. It naturally tells you, 
just as in previous years, that there is 
a Lutheran Church in Obelisk, Pa., and 
who is the Lutheran pastor in Lug- 
bergs, Saskatchewan, Canada. Indeed 
in this respect it knows far more than 
the wise marvels of memory we hear 
on the radio and it is always 100 per 
cent right. But this year it is wiser 
than ever. On five pages it rattles off 
the whole list of men who as servants 
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of the U. L. C. A. are also servants of 
our boys and girls in educational in- 
stitutions, mentioning each school with 
the name of the resident pastor. It 
knows and tells the names and ad- 
dresses of all laymen who are mem- 
bers of the Church’s boards. A mem- 
ber of any synod can now after a few 
minutes’ chat with the book learn just 
what his or her synod is doing to help 
any single part of the U. L. C. A.’s work 
and compare it with any other synod. 
Those associated with all the auxiliary 
societies we have can find their officers, 
their topics for study in 1941, and their 
statistics. There is a complete list of 
synodical publications. 

Thus this ninety-one-year-old pub- 
lication seems to have renewed its 
youth and to be eager for new and bet- 
ter things. It undertakes even to give 
an authoritative account of everything 
of importance that occurred at the 
Church’s convention in Omaha. Its 
calendar pages this year provide fresh 
understanding of what we call the Cal- 
endar of Causes. 

Surely every pastor will wish to see 
that his church councilmen and all 
other congregational leaders form an 
acquaintance with this spruce and trim, 
though inexpensively garbed indi- 
vidual who can report almost anything 
one would wish to know about the 
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LANCASTER, PA., CONGRE- 
GATIONS CONDUCT 
SCHOOLS 


Leadership Training, Anniversaries and 
Dedications Show Activites in Red 
Rose County 


By George B. Ammon 


LIFE-SIZE carvings of the four evan- 
gelists—each made from a single tree 
trunk—which stand at the four corners 
of Trinity steeple, Lancaster, have re- 
cently been repaired. Erected Septem- 
ber 5, 1794, these carvings have with- 
stood the weather remarkably well dur- 
ing this nearly century and a half. 
Trinity records make no mention of the 
name of the maker of these famous 
apostles, although it is generally con- 
ceded that they are the work of Wil- 
liam Rush, sculptor and woodcarver, 
who had a shop at 172 Front Street, 
Philadelphia. A carving of Dr. Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg, father of Dr. 
G. H. Muhlenberg, who was pastor at 
Trinity when the statues were erected, 
was made by Rush about the same time 
and historians believe that the younger 
Muhlenberg was instrumental in hav- 
ing the church officers erect the statues 
instead of the urns they originally had 
planned for the four columns. Rush 
was the only well-known sculptor and 
woodearver in this country during 
Colonial days. He was the founder and 
a director of the Pennsylvania Acade- 
my of Fine Arts and is best known for 
his figureheads on ships. 


November 3 the rededication of St. 
Paul’s Church, Hamlin, took place. St. 
Paul’s is a part of the Jonestown Par- 
ish, of which the Rev. George Deisher 
is pastor. The interior has been re- 
decorated and a number of additions 
provided. Dr. H. C. Fry preached the 
festival sermon in connection with the 
rededication and also gave the address 
at the Rally Day services of the Sunday 
school held the same day. 


Anniversaries 

Jerusalem Church, Rothsville, the 
Rev. Gerald Jacoby pastor, celebrated 
with a week of special services their 
one hundredth anniversary as a con- 
gregation. In a short history prepared 
by Pastor Jacoby we learn that the 
earliest meetings of the congregation 
were held in homes, and in 1840 several 
times in a barn, all of which meetings 
were in and around Millport. In 1848, 
the congregation moved to Rothsville 
and built their first church. In May 
1900 a second building with a seating 
capacity of 500 was dedicated. The pas- 
tors still living and who served this 
congregation include the Rev. A. W. 
Leibensperger, the Rev. J. W. Bittner, 
and the Rev. F. A. Weicksel. 

Considerable renovation of the 
church, completed to be part of the 


centennial celebration, included the re- 


- painting of the interior and exterior, a 


new heating system and enlarging the 
primary room of the Sunday school. 

Prominent speakers heard by large 
congregations November 3 to 10 in- 
cluded Dr. A. L. Benner, Lancaster; 
Dr. H. C. Fry, Shiremanstown; the Rev. 
George Carvell, a son of the congrega- 
tion; the Rev. Robert Ischinger, Read- 
ing; Dr. Ross Stover, Philadelphia; and 
Dr. E. W. Weber, Pottsville. This con- 
gregation until several years ago was 
part of the Brickerville Parish, but is 
now a separate congregation and pros- 
pering under the leadership of Pastor 
Jacoby. 


The Sunday School of Christ Church, 
Elizabethtown, the Rev. Frank Croman 
pastor, celebrated the one hundred first 
anniversary of its founding November 
24 with a special service. Rebecca 
Sheaffer, dean of women at Elizabeth- 
town College, was the festival speaker. 


St. John’s Church, Denver, observed 
the fiftieth anniversary of its founding 
November 24 with rededication service. 
Pastor W. R. Knerr preached the ser- 
mon in the morning and Dr. Harold C. 
Fry of Shiremanstown, president of the 
Lancaster Conference, in the evening. 
During the week following special 
speakers were the Rev. E. L. Leisey of 
the Womelsdorf Parish and Dr. Roy L. 
Winters of Royersford. St. Paul’s Choir 
of Lititz provided an evening of music 
at which the Rev. W. S. Brendle of 
Denver spoke. The concluding festival 
day was December 1, at which time 
Prof. Russell D. Snyder, D.D., of the 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary, 
preached in the morning. Memorials 
and gifts were received by the congre- 
gation and consecrated at these serv- 
ices. The church was extensively re- 
decorated and a Sunday school room 
added in the basement. 


The Henry and Charlotte Bomberger 
Memorial Parsonage of Redeemer 
Church, Lancaster, was formally ded- 
icated November 24 by the pastor, the 
Rev. Alvin H. Butz. It is located on 
Sixth Street adjoining the church. 


Personal 

The Rev. F. A. Weicksel, pastor 
emeritus of the Brickerville Parish, was 
honored at the twenty-fifth anniversary 
convention of the Sunday schools of the 
parish held November 30. He was the 
originator of these conventions in 1915. 
A gift of twenty-five roses was pre- 
sented to him by the three schools. 


The Rev. and Mrs, R. Frank Herr of 
the Rohrerstown-Ascension Parish 
have admitted into their home two 
foster children—Robert Peter Weller 
and his sister, Dolores. “Bobby,” who 
is five years old, has been with Pastor 
and Mrs. Herr for a year and a half, 
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and Dolores, who is almost two years 
old, has just been placed. 


The tenth anniversary of the pastor- 
ate of the Rev. Kirby M. Yiengst, pas- 
tor of St. John’s, Maytown, was cele- 
brated November 24 when M. R. Ham- 
sher, D.D., president of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod, delivered the an- 
niversary sermon. 


The Brotherhood of the Lancaster 
Conference held its annual rally and 
business meeting November 21 at 
Emanuel, Brickerville. LeRoi Snyder, 
director of Camps Miller and Hagan, 
was the speaker. Officers elected were: 
President, Edward Shotzberger, Lan- 
caster; vice-presidents, Charles Moyer, 
Myerstown, and C. E. Hougendobler, 
Lancaster; secretary, Fred K. Galebach, 
Lancaster; treasurer, William Kiehl, 
Lancaster. 


Leadership Training Schools 

Over 250°leaders of the Lutheran 
Church have benefited by three Lu- 
theran Leadership Schools which have 
come to our notice. The Ephrata school 
was held six Tuesday evenings from 
October 8 to November 12. The fol- 
lowing pastors from churches in the 
northern part of Lancaster County par- 
ticipated: P. J. Henry, Ephrata, dean 
of the school; Paul R. Wertman, Reams- 
town; Gerald Jacoby, Rothsville; Harold 
F. Minnich, and W. R. Knerr, Denver; 
George B. Ammon, Lititz; J. R. Mc- 
Clellan, Leacock; and George W. Wilt, 
New Holland. Several certificates of 
progress were granted and the follow- 
ing course cards: First Series, 42; Sec- 
ond Series, 6. The highest attendance 
was 101, with average attendance at 80. 

The Lancaster school was held six 
Wednesday evenings, with a peak at- 
tendance of 144, and 101 receiving 
credit. The following officers guided 
the school this year: President, the Rev. 
James Harrison; vice-president, the 
Rev. Samuel E. Kidd; secretary, Thelma 
Switzenberger; treasurer, Fred W. 
Slaugh; general registrar, Mrs. R. Frank 
Herr; dean, the Rev. Ernest J. Hoh; 
assistant dean, the Rev. G. Martin 
Ruoss. The teachers included the Rev. 
G. Martin Ruoss, the Rev. Frederick 
W. Wackernagel, the Rev. Ernest J. 
Hoh, the Rev. E. P. Truchses, Miss 
Sarah E. Bitner, the Rev. G. Edward 
Knapp, the Rev. James Harrison. 

A number of churches in the extreme 
west end of the Lancaster area have 
combined to provide the third school. 
St. Mark’s, Mechanicsburg, the Rev. 
Larry Reese pastor; Trinity, Steelton, 
the Rev. P. B. Hack pastor; St. 
Michael’s, Harrisburg, the Rev. Joseph 
Schantz pastor; and St. John’s, Shire- 
manstown, the Rev. Dr. Harold C. Fry 
pastor, co-operated to provide the in- 
struction in this newest Lutheran Lead- 
ership School in the area. 
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AMONG PITTSBURGH 
SYNOD PARISHES 


Correspondent L. W. Rupp’s December 
Letter Refers to Schools, Highways 
and Gardeners 


In a Pastors’ Journal, published by a 
non-Lutheran denomination, there is, 
as the first such item the report from 
Clarion County, one of the most dis- 
tinetly rural counties in western Penn- 
sylvania, of the first County Lutheran 
Leadership School, held in Zion Church 
of the Shippenville Parish, the Rev. 
H. J. Behrens pastor. This school en- 
rolled 67; four courses were offered; 
three pastors formed the faculty, Frank 
H. Miller of St. Petersburg (dean), 
Frank C. Snyder of Clarion, and L. 
Paul Mueller of Brookville. The school 
will be held again in the fall of 1941. 
And from the same county (which is 
in the Northeast Conference of synod) 
the Knox Parish reports new brother- 
hoods organized in Emanuel and St. 
Paul’s congregations. The Rev. Edwin 
B. Boyer is pastor. 


Thirty Miles to Church 

Freeport, Pa., isan Armstrong County 
town of about 2,775 population, in 
‘which the Pittsburgh Synod is repre- 
sented by Trinity Church, the Rev. 
Bruce R. Shaffer pastor (he also is 
president of the East Conference). The 
congregation dates back to 1800; it has 
467 baptized and 304 communing mem- 
bers, with a church school of 295, and 
a weekday school enrolling 84; 46 en- 
rolled in the men’s society; 142 women 
in their societies; 170 young people in 
six societies for that group. The church, 
built in the pastorate of Dr. G. H. Dorn- 
blaser, is valued at $108,000; the debt 
remaining on it is $15,000. The finances 
have been running at about $10,000 a 
year; the last synodical minutes show 
benevolence of $2,590; the apportion- 
ment excess of $425 was exceeded by 
only five other parishes, all much larger 
in membership. 

Now all this would be stale news ex- 
cept for the statement but now released 
on the effect of road building in the 
Freeport area on accessibility of the 
church to the rural membership. Twenty 
per cent of the members reside four 
miles or more from the town. The 
topography of the area compels these 
families to use roads that enter the 
town at only three points, two of these 
by bridges. For many months, and par- 
ticularly from about March, heavy road 
construction has blocked one or all of 
these highways; within a week or so of 
writing, the river road toward Allegheny 
Valley towns and Pittsburgh has been 
detoured for perhaps the heaviest con- 
struction of the series. Eventually 
there will be the finest outlets one could 
ask for, but over these months the 
twenty per cent of the members have 


been obliged to drive thirty miles or 
more to attend a service or parish 
event! For some, the best route would 
touch three counties! But what puts life 
into the stale statistics is the fact that 
the organizations of this parish have 
been increasingly active, and generous 
gifts have been made to the causes of 
the church at large. The rural fam- 
ilies demonstrate their stability and 
their devotion when they maintain the 
high level of activity in face of such 
inconvenience as has been the problem 
of these Freeport folks. 


The good work of another town and 
country field shows up in the ordina- 
tion of Robert E. Wolff, a son of St. 
Mark’s, Adrian, as assistant to M. L. 
Clare, D.D., in the Apollo-Spring 
Church Parish. All these churches are, 
with Freeport, in the East Conference. 


Youngest—Largest—Smallest 

Christ Church, Millvale, C. B. Daniels 
pastor, certainly ranks as “urban” in 
contrast to “rural” or “town” church. 
Here, on Luther’s Birthday, a fortieth 
anniversary was celebrated by a “Pro- 
cession of the Years,” forty members, 
one for each year of the congregation’s 
history, marching to the chancel to pre- 
sent gifts. Speakers included the pres- 
ident of synod, the Rev. H. Reed 
Shepfer, and former Pastor Bruce R. 
Shaffer. This congregation, though the 
youngest, is the largest in the com- 
munity as to membership, but possesses 
the smallest church plant. 


Even if detail comes later, we have 
still as unique an anniversary as the 
synod will have, a “triple forty-fifth.” 
Just a few days before Christmas Zion, 
Erie, and Pastor W. E. Frey, D.D., 
celebrate these three events: the forty- 
fifth anniversary of the organization of 
the congregation; the forty-fifth of the 
ordination of the pastor; and the forty- 
fifth of Dr. Frey’s pastorate in Zion 
Church. Is there any other series of 
anniversaries equal to this one to be 
celebrated this season? 


No Argument—A Report 

It seems that down Pittsburgh way 
Pastor Elmer P. Wentz, reporter for 
the Central Conference to The Lu- 
theran Monthly, has been “spanked” a 
little for comments made about money- 
making schemes. The argument seems 
on his side as he tells the story of St. 
John’s Church, East McKeesport, the 
Rev. W. F. Adolphsen pastor. Quite a 
few things have been done out there: 
new stained glass windows installed, a 
new wiring system and fixtures with 
new kitchen equipment procured; new 
basement floor laid, and furnace room 
fireproofed. The point is that all these 
things, together with purchase of three 
adjacent lots for future expansion and 
parsonage, are being paid for by free- 
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will offerings. Writes the pastor: “For 
the past five years this congregation 
has gotten along without resorting to 
Christ-forbidden methods of church 
finance.” This congregation has over- 
paid its regular apportionment to date 
by 19 per cent, and has contributed 
specials equal to 45 per cent of the ap- 
portionment payments. Current bills 
are all paid and there is a balance in 
the treasury. 


Parishes interested in special pro- 
grams by organizations will find an in- 
centive in the successful Sunday eve- 
ning services held in Christ Church, 
West Newton, the Rev. J. R. Nicholas 
pastor. These were sponsored by the 
Brotherhood, the Luther League, The 
Children of the Church, and the 
Women’s Missionary Societies. This 
parish has installed bi-pocket envelopes 
in the church school. 


The Children’s Gardener 
“Children at the D. T. Watson Home 
for Crippled Children, Leetsdale, will 
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miss a familiar face at Christmas fes- 
tivities this year.” So begins an obituary 
in a Pittsburgh newspaper this week. 
“Herman Rapp, the kindly gardener 
who hung the wreaths, set up the 
Christmas tree, and beautified the Home 
with flowers for the holidays, died 
Sunday in the Valley Hospital, 
Sewickley.” 

“Rapp took delight in decorating the 
Home. He was beloved by the chil- 
dren. He welcomed them to the green- 
houses, or guided them through the 
garden and answered their many ques- 
tions.” 

In 1906 Herman Rapp came from 
Baden, Germany, to become _horti- 


culturist for David T. Watson, famed 
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attorney, at the luxurious Sewickley 
Heights estate of that wealthy man. At 
Watson’s death the whole of his great 
fortune was left to establish and main- 


tain this home for crippled children. — 


Mr. Rapp continued as gardener, prob- 
ably through love for the children as 
much as for any other reason. He was 
a member of numerous horticultural 
societies, and won numerous trophies 
in flower shows through the country. 
He was especially successful in the 
propagation of dahlias and delphiniums. 

There are growing now in the writer’s 
garden delphinium propagated by Mrs. 
Rupp from Herman Rapp’s seeds, some 
of them, we believe, of original strains 
no other garden has. We knew him as 
church councilman, faithful Brother- 
hood member, Sunday school teacher. 


His membership was in St. Matthew’s 


Church, Leetsdale. 


WORK AMONG CHILDREN 
STRESSED 


Tue fall meeting of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Somerset Dis- 
trict of Alleghany Conference, Central 
Pennsylvania Synod, was held in First 
Church, Portage, Pa., the Rev. George 
I. Uhler pastor, November 6, 1940. 
Mrs. Roy J. Meyer, president, of Johns- 
town, was in charge of all the sessions. 

Twenty-nine Women’s Societies were 
represented, 8 Young Women’s, and 29 
members of The Children of the Church 
organization were in attendance. The 
theme of the conference was “Assur- 
ance,” and devotions were conducted 
by Mrs. Ralph Shockey of Windber 
and Mrs. R. O. Williamson of Shanks- 
ville. Mrs. Walter Lundberg of Christ 
Church, Sipesville, conducted a very 
interesting symposium, demonstrating 
the activities of the departments. In- 
teresting reports of conventions were 
presented by Mrs. Raymond Shindler, 
president of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Alleghany Conference, 
and Mrs. Ellwood Hauser of the Young 
Women’s group. 

Mrs. Shindler reported on the con- 
vention in Des Moines, Iowa, and Mrs. 
Hauser presented the highlights of the 
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convention held in Trinity Church, 
Johnstown. The Memorial Service was 
conducted by Mrs. Minnie Shaulis of 
Somerset, in honor of the members who 
passed away during the year. 

The reception of Box Work funds 
was a feature of the afternoon pro- 
gram with Mrs. Charles Kaufman in 
charge. Contributions totaling $168 
were presented. Mrs. L. F. Foltz, sec- 
retary of The Children of the Church, 
stressed the importance of an organiza- 
tion in every Lutheran congregation. 
The children of the Portage Church 
presented a drama illustrating “The 
Children’s Festival.” At the evening 
session Mrs. J. M. Armbruster, mis- 
sionary from Argentina, took the dele- 
gates on an imaginary trip to South 
America and the Argentine, explaining 
the customs, people, schools and the 
activities of the Lutheran Church in 
that country. 

The officers of the district are as fol- 
lows: Mrs. Roy J. Meyer, president; 
Mrs. H. K. Hilner, vice-president; Mrs. 
Russell Shilling, secretary; Mrs. C. N. 
Kimmel, statistical secretary; and Miss 
Mae Judy, treasurer. 

Mrs. F. P. Rerrer, Reporter. 


EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


St. Paul’s, Millersburg, Pa., the Rev. 
Charles L. Mogel pastor, observed a 
double anniversary with special serv- 
ices November 13 to 17. The year 1940 
marks the eighty-fifth anniversary of 
the organization of the congregation 
and the sixtieth anniversary of the 
dedication of the main church building. 
Although alterations and additions have 
been made from time to time, the orig- 
inal building is practically intact and 
bears testimony to the wisdom of the 
builders. 

Speakers at the services were M. R. 
Hamsher, D.D., president of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod; J. H. Mussel- 
man, D.D., former pastor; the Rev. 
John H. Rupley, son of the late Rev. 
D. E. Rupley, a former pastor; and Mr. 
William H. Patrick, treasurer of the 
Luther League of America. 

Under the sponsorship of the “Men 
of St. Paul’s,” a history of the congre- 
gation was prepared and published. 
This history has aroused interest in 
the history of Lutheranism in this area 
and promises to produce more detailed 
and accurate results in the future. 

St. Paul’s has been debt-free since 
early in the present pastorate, and has 
added many improvements. Benev- 
olence has been paid in full and sub- 
stantial contributions made to ob- 
jectives in Foreign, American, and 
Inner Missions. 

In conjunction with the occasion a 
system of voluntary contributions to the 
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Building Fund was instituted. Approx- 
imately $500 was received in the initial 
effort, with additional amounts received 
from time to time. The Sunday school 
has created a fund of approximately 
$2,000 for building purposes. 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD 


Tue twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the Church of the Re- 
deemer, Rochester, N. Y., was cele- 
brated with special services November 
24, Samuel Trexler, D.D., president of 
the United Synod of New York, 
preached the anniversary sermon at the 
morning service on the theme, “The 
Church That Is a Church.” At the eve- 
ning service the chorus choir under the 
direction of Miss Edna V. Bachman 
with Mr. Leonard Quant at the organ 
presented Mendelssohn’s cantata, “Hear 
My Prayer.” Thomas Wearing, D.D., 
dean of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School, was the guest preacher; the 
theme, “The Church of Yesterday and 
Tomorrow.” 

Other anniversary events were the 
congregational banquet held at the 
Powers Hotel September 25, 1940, when 
the speakers were the Rev. Henry C. 
Erbes and George W. Cooke, D.D.; and 
the musical comedy presented by the 
Luther League November 1. The final 
celebration for this anniversary was the 
service Christmas Eve when the pastor, 
the Rev. William Long Dowler, brought 
the message. 

The first service of the congregation 
was held in the Park Theatre Palm 
Sunday, March 28, 1915. The Rev. 
Henry Branson Richards became the 
first pastor June 1, 1916. The Rev. Wil- 
liam Long Dowler became the second 
pastor August 1, 1926. The present 
church was dedicated February 10, 
1929. 


A GOLDEN JUBILEE 


Tue fiftieth anniversary of the found- 
ing of Trinity Church, Findlay, Ohio, 
the Rev. W. L. Harmony pastor, was 
celebrated November 3. In the morn- 
ing the Communion was administered 
and the Service of Rededication held. 
Dr. Joseph Sittler, president of the 
Synod of Ohio, was the guest preacher. 

In the evening Dr. Rees Edgar 
Tulloss, president of Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Springfield, Ohio, was the guest 
preacher, and used as his theme, “The 
Heart of the Reformation.” The Rev. 
A. lL. Anderson, president of the West- 
ern Conference; the Rev. W. E. Brad- 
ley, pastor of First Church, Findlay, 
and the Rev. H. Ward Grieb, pastor of 
St. John’s, Findlay, assisted in the 
service. 

Trinity Church was organized No- 


; 


vember 2, 1890, and their church build- 
ing was dedicated November 9, 1892. 
April 1, 1929, a new church was pur- 
chased at the corner of Clinton Street 
and Pine Avenue. During this past 
summer and fall the exterior of both 
church and parsonage were painted and 
the interior of the church was redec- 
orated, new sidewalks laid, and land- 
scaping completed. November 18 
Church Night was held for members 
and friends, and a dinner was served, 
followed by a social hour. 


CHURCH REDEDICATED 


Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, Md., 
was rededicated November 17. The 
Rev. Charles J. Hines, pastor for more 
than twenty-five years, performed the 
act of rededication. The Rev. Prof. 
Carl C. Rasmussen of Gettysburg Sem- 
inary preached an excellent sermon in 
keeping with the occasion. The choir, 
under the leadership of William 
Yingling, for several years director of 
music, sang appropriate numbers and 
led in the congregational singing. 
Hattie R. Shreeve is Emmanuel’s or- 
ganist. 

The entire auditorium was refinished. 
The halls, vestibules, stairways and 
Young Men’s Bible Class room were 
also renovated. Funds for these im- 
provements had been gathered during 
the anniversary period, since Decem- 
ber 6, 1939, marking the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the present pastorate, to 
May 5, 1940, the thirty-fifth anniversary 
of the organization of Emmanuel con- 
gregation. 


DEACONESS INSTALLED | 


Sister Lucille Lyerly of the Baltimore 
Motherhouse was installed as the par- 
ish deaconess of St. Matthew’s Church, 
York, Pa., at the Women’s Rally, No- 
vember 3, by the pastor, Joseph B. 
Baker, D.D., and the pastor of the 
Motherhouse, William A. Wade, D.D. 

The service, which was chiefly in 
charge of the women, was a very beau- 
tiful and impressive one. Sister Lucille 
was presented with a basket of flowers 
from The Children of the Church. 

Dr. Wade, in his sermon, congrat- 
ulated St. Matthew’s congregation on 
having Sister Lucille as their dea- 
coness. She comes to this congregation 
after having served as parish deaconess 
in the State of Ohio for the past seven 
years. He also congratulated Sister 
Lucille upon being called to serve in 
this very important field. St. Matthew’s 
is a well-organized congregation with 
a membership of 1,800, and a church 
school enrollment of 1,441. Mr. Glenn 
I. Stahl is the student assistant as- 
signed to St. Matthew’s this year by 
Gettysburg Seminary. 
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WICKS 


ORGANS 


..Mmay now be had at slight additional cost with 
the new Wicks small organs. We urge you to send 
for new literature describing in detail these increas- 
ingly popular models 


HIGHLAND ° ILLINOIS— = L.U. 


Delong & Délsone 


Rormerly of Délione Bugnimare G- 
» 1505.RACE.ST., PHILADELPHIA. PA. 


ChARCEL Renowastions 
Surday School Equipment Etc. 


BROWN-BORHEK CO, associates 
PLANT + BETHLEHEM * PENNA. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 
JOHN KROGMANN 
ARTIST 
Studio3 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


YOUTHFUL EDITORS 


Amonc the periodicals that have re- 
cently arrived at the desk of the editor 
of THe LUTHERAN is one which is titled 
“The Broadcaster.” While it does not 
have the circulation of the NBC net- 
work nor the maturity in its messages 
that might be expected from Lowell 
Thomas, it nevertheless occupies a 
unique position in the United Lutheran 
Church. Its editorial staff consists of 
“boys and girls who have perfect at- 
tendance for Children-of-the-Church 
meetings.” The masthead—that is, the 
official statement of publishers, editors, 
and patrons—announces as co-editors 
Jane Genszler and Joyce Sharer. The 
latter is the daughter of the Children- 
of-the-Church secretary, and Miss 
Genszler is the daughter of Pastor Gar- 
rett F. Genszler, a member of the News 
Letter Staff of Tos LuTHERAN. 

THE LUTHERAN congratulates St. 
James Church, Marinette, Wis., upon 
its forward-moving young members. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONARIES! 
MISSION BOARDS! 


A Great Central Source for ALL Your Needs 
Are you seeking a reliable, economical and 
centralized source of supply for 
@ Building Materials 
@ Plumbing Supplies 


@ Furniture and Other 
Station Furnishings 


@ Clothing 
@ Hardware & Paints 
@ Electrical Appliances 


and Supplies 


For nearly 55 years, Wards complete, tech- 

nical export service has given unexcelled 

service to missionaries in all parts of the 

world. If you wish a catalog for export use 

only, write today for a free copy. 

Special quantity prices quoted to Mission 
boards on station equipment. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 


Export Missionary Unit Dept. L 
CHICAGO, U.S. A. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in Sunday schools, chapels, etc., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 
successful rolling partition obtainable. 

Large Velour Curtains a specialty. 

For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 


John G. Wright, Prop. 
“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 
Bible Markers . . 


CHURCH ene set 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 


138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


EMBROIDERIES 


Aeolian-Skinner 
ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 
Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


"RGEISSLER INC: 


Church Eurnishj 


IN CARVED WOOD AND |& 
MARBLE- BRASS - SILVE 


DR. A. B. SHRADER DEAD 


The Rev. Albert B. Shrader, D.D., Aged 
Eighty-seven, Veteran Member of 
Kansas Synod 


Apert B. SHrapDER, D.D., pastor 


emeritus of Trinity Church, Kansas 
City, Kansas, among the most widely 
known of the pastors of the midwest- 
ern synods, died November 7, follow- 
ing an illness of several months’ dura- 
tion. Had he lived until November 10, 
he would have reached eighty-seven 
years of age. Mrs. Shrader survives 
him. She has been ill, but is recovering. 

The memorial service for Dr. Shrader 
was conducted by his pastor, Dr. J. A. 
McCulloch, of Children’s Memorial Lu- 
theran Church, and by the Rev. W. W. 
Klover, secretary of the Kansas Synod. 

Dr. Shrader was ordained in 1882. 
His service in the ministry continued 
until he was made pastor emeritus some 
years ago. He continued, however, to 
use his pen, and among his contribu- 
tions to THE LUTHERAN were some in 
verse. Soon after he had reached the 
necessary years of age and service in 
the ministry to be eligible for recep- 
tion, he was received into the Octo- 
genarian Club of which THe LuTHERAN 
has kept the record. Among those who 
are enrolled in that group, he, more 
than any other one, occasionally wrote 
concerning the influence of time upon 
us mortals. Among such meditations, 
the following was widely appreciated. 
Brethren of his synod have sent THE 
LUTHERAN a copy as follows: 


WHEN I AM OLD 


“Some day I shall be old. These eyes, 
that now can face the blazing sun and 
scan the stars that fill the eyening sky, 
with ease can pierce the needle’s eye and 
read the finest print, will then be dim. 
These ears, that now detect sweet music’s 
overtones, transmit the city’s roar into an 
oratorio sublime, that revel in sweet na- 
ture’s song, will then be dull. These hands, 
that now are so eager to do the world’s 
great work, will then lie idly folded in 
my lap; these limbs that run and leap 
amid the hurrying mass of human-kind, 
will bear me then most grudgingly through 
little journeys about house and yard and 
garden. My voice, so strong and steady 
now, will quaver then and fade away. 
Wrinkles long and furrowed deep will 
mark my brow and rounded cheek. These 
chestnut locks, all whitened then, will be 
my crowning glory. Friends of youth will, 
too, be old and gone. And those about me 
then will say: ‘The man is old.’ 


But I Will Not Be Sad 


“My work will then be done. No more 
the tug and sweat of toil shall strain these 
sinews, wear away these muscles, callous 
these hands, blister these feet, or fret this 
brain of mine. Before the cozy fire or in 
the genial shade I shall sit and rest—read 
or doze, chat or hum—as days glide swiftly 
by. 


THE LUTHERAN 


“Grandchildren shall climb upon my 
knees, nestle their curly heads against my 
heart and beg a story or a song, ere they 
drift away in childhood’s sweetest sleep. 
Perplexed little grandson will come to me 
with a broken cart to mend; a tearful Miss 
presents a dismembered doll for recon- 
struction. School troubles I shall quickly 
smooth away; playground strifes shall 
yield to my magic spell. Grave business 
cares shall lightened be by wise and cheery 
counsel. Questions of state shall be il- 
lumined as I turn on them the light of 
experience and wisdom long acquired. To 
me, indeed, shall come the Dominie to ask 
of church affairs and morals of the time. 
Oh, like a king upon his throne, I shall sit 
and dispense my largess with a liberal, 
gracious will. Love, honor and respect shall 
be about my neck like a golden chain. 
Glad, indeed, shall I be when I am old. 


Sweet Memory’s Cheer 

“As the day declines and the evening’s 
lamps are lighted, I shall unroll the scroll 
of time and read again the deeds of by- 
gone days. Some pages I shall skip, some 
linger o’er with pleasant smile. For some, 
sighs; for some, a thrill of pride. For all 
the past, a sense of thankfulness for 
heavenly mercies crowning all my days. 
Even sorrow’s chastening rod has been of 
good effect; self-denials have accrued in 
blessings rich; losses have proved eternal 
gain. 

“Life’s friendships have been sweet; its 
loves have been inspiration and uplift to 
my soul. Faith hath opened heaven’s door 
to my coming feet. Ah! memory dear and 


-faith most sweet, what comfort, solace do 


ye bring, when I am old! 


The Homing Day 

“And some day—ere long, perhaps—I 
shall go Home. Good-by, old earth; we 
have been friends long-while. I have 
loved you much. You have been good to 
me. Into your arms I lay this body down 
until I shall come to claim it yet again on 
resurrection morn. Farewell, dear friends, 
*tis only for a little while. Gather closer 
round my bed. Sing to me as the shadows 
deepen. I am weary, let me rest. In His 
likeness I shall awake and satisfied shall 
be. Immortal youth shall then be mine, 
though of me men shall say: ‘The old man 
is dead!’” 


Dr. Shrader will be affectionately re- 
membered by both his older and 
younger fellow Lutherans. 


PROMINENT LAYMAN 
DEAD 


Dr. W. H. Buancxe has informed THE 
LuTHERAN of the death in Newton, Iowa, 
of Mr. B. P. Holst, a layman connected 
with the Missouri Synod but interested 
beyond the confines of that group of 
Lutherans. He has won outstanding es- 
teem as a citizen of his community and 
state. “He founded and was president 
of the National Lutheran Education 
Association, which was organized to 
promote higher education among young 
Lutherans.” 


J anuary 1, 1941 


Miss Helene Harder, missionary on 
furlough to Japan, has been made avail- 
able to the Kansas Synod for the period 
January 5-15, according to the Rev. 
G. K. Mykland, chairman of the For- 
eign Missions Committee of the synod. 
Dr. Paul O. Machetzki had been as- 
signed to this field, but owing to ill- 
ness could not keep the appointments, 
and Miss Harder took his place. 


OBITUARY 
The Rev. William Frame Barnett 


retired from the active pastorate since 1931 and 
living in Lucas, Ohio, since 1926, passed to his 
eternal reward early Sunday, December 15, fol- 
lowing an attack of pneumonia. He had at- 
tained the age of eighty-one years. He was 
born at Euphemia near Dayton, Ohio, January 
26, 1859. He was the son of the Rev. James N. 
and Esther (Frame) Barnett. His father was a 
distinguished Lutheran clergyman well known 
in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan where he served 
several congregations and established churches. 

Mr. Barnett received pre-college training at 
Hartwick Seminary, N. Y., later entering Wit- 
tenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, graduating 
with the class of 1883. Following several years 
of teaching school he enrolled in the theological 
department at Wittenberg, completed his train- 
ing for the gospel ministry, and in 1890 was 
ordained by the Wittenberg Synod. Mr. Barnett 
entered upon his ministerial activity as as- 
sistant pastor of St. Paul’s Church in Newark, 
Ohio. His next pastorate was a three-church 
parish at White Pigeon, Mich. Other congrega- 
tions were served at Bellville, Ohio; Melrose 
and Linden, N. Y.; Sharon, Wis.; Mendon and 
Philmore, Ill.; Walton, Ind.; and Lucas, Ohio. 

During the years of his ministry Mr. Barnett 

served as secretary of his conference in Néw 
York, and later filled the office of secretary of 
the Illinois Synod. On several occasions he was 
chosen synodical delegate to the national con- 
ventions of the General Synod. 
_ December 24, 1891, Mr. Barnett was united 
in marriage to his life’s partner, Miss Alta 
Dater of Melrose, N. Y. His passing came nine 
days before his forty-ninth wedding anniver- 
sary would have occurred. Members of the 
immediate family who survive besides Mrs. 
Barnett are two sons, Dater of Park Ridge, IIl., 
and Calvin of Lucas; two daughters, Miss 
Dorothy, an instructor in the Milwaukee 
schools, and Miss Esther, Richland County Juve- 
nile Officer, of Lucas; a sister, Mrs. Belle Vesey 
of Ithaca, N. Y.; and a grandson. 

Burial services were conducted from St. 
Paul’s Church, Lucas, Tuesday afternoon, De- 
cember 17, with the Rev. M. P. Paetznick pas- 
tor, preaching the sermon. The Rev. Herman 
L. Gilbert of Mansfield, and Mr. R. N. Mc- 
Michael of Lucas, former pastors of the Lucas 
Perish, assisted in the service. Interment took 
place in the Mt. Zion Cemetery, two miles from 
Lucas. Herman L. Gilbert. 


Mrs. Benjamin F. McAtee 


widow of the late Benjamin F. McAtee, died 
December 11 at her home in Bethlehem, Pa. 
Funeral services were held at North Wales, 
Pa., and interment took place in Ivy Hill Ceme- 
tery, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa., December 14. 

Mrs. McAtee will be remembered by patrons 
of the Publication House of the General Coun- 
cil as Miss Margaretta Struntz, prior to its re- 
moval to 17th and Arciy Streets in 1916. She 
was in charge of subscriptions to Tar LuTHERAN 
and the monthly Lutheran Messenger. She also 
served in the bookstore of those days. 

Following her marriage she lived in Beth- 
lehem, Pa., where she was interested and active 
in the work of the church. 


The Rev. Jacob S. Moser 


aged ninety-one years, a retired minister of the 
Cailfornia Synod, died suddenly Sunday morn- 
ing, December 8, a_few minutes after he had 
entered his pew in Grace Lutheran Church, San 
Jose, Calif. His pastor, Dr. William E. Crouser 
had just entered the chancel with the Rev. 
William H. Derr, president of the California 
Synod, when the aged man fell back onto the 
seat and expired a few moments later. 

Mr. Moser was a native of Tennessee and was 
a graduate of Roanoke College, Virginia. He 
was the husband of the late Sarah Moser and 
father of eight children: Mrs. D. W. McNair, 
John J. and Harless N. Moser, residing at Sara- 
toga, Calif.; and Charles K. Moser, Dr. James 
M. Moser, Mrs. Walter Thrall, Miss Sarah Moser 
eee Grace Willis, residing in Washington, 


Mr. Moser was licensed in 1877 and ordained 
in 1878 by the Southwest Virginia Synod. His 
first pastorate was in Bland County, Va. In 
1879 he transferred to the Synod of Virginia and 
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WANTED 


Men and Women 


To Represent 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 


As our part- or full-time representative in your community, you wil 


receive: 


An Attractive Sales Contract... . 
Selling Aids and Working Materials... 
Cooperation of Agency Department 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD is licensed and operates in 26 states, 
the District of Columbia, and the Dominion of Canada. Your field of 


prospects includes Lutheran men, women, and children. 
Complete details will be sent to you on receipt of your etter ad- 


dressed to: 


SUPERINTENDENT OF AGENCIES 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


608 SECOND AVENUE SOUTH 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Tennessee and served the Mt. Jackson Parish, 
Va., until 1883. In 1884-85 he served the parish 
at Salwood, S. C., and in 1885 returned to the 
Virginia Synod as pastor of the Madison Pas- 
torate for three years, and as pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, Richmond, Va., until 1892. 

In 1892 he moved to California and held a 
pastorate in San Francisco for one year, and 
in 1893 became pastor at Riverside. Si, 

In 1896 he retired from the active ministry. 
For a time he resided in Georgetown near 
Washington, D. C. For the past eleven years 
he made his home with his daughter, Mrs. D. W. 
McNair at Saratoga. Interment took place in 
Madronia Cemetery, Saratoga, the services in 
charge of Dr. Crouser. 


RESOLUTIONS 


Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God, in His 
infinite wisdom and love to call from this world 
to her heavenly home His faithful servant, 


Elsa K. Mannheim 


And Whereas she lived an exemplary Chris- 
tian life as wife, mother, grandmother and 
sister; and : 

Whereas she showed her faith by her works— 
as a faithful member of the congregation of 
which she was a lifelong member, St. Luke’s 
Church, Brooklyn; as a devoted member of the 
Lutheran Inner Mission Society of Brooklyn 
and Vicinity—having been a consecrated worker 
in its Women’s Auxiliary, serving as secretary, 
as president and, at the time of her death, as 
historian; being also\ an active member of the 
Board of Directors and serving in several ca- 
pacities; be it therefore— 

Resolved that we, the members of the Board 
of Directors as well as the members of the 
Executive Committee of the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Lutheran Inner Mission Society of 
Brooklyn and Vicinity, thank our Father in 
heaven for having sent into our midst such a 
faithful follower of the Lord Jesus; for the joy 
of service and for the peaceful death that was 
hers; and be it further 

Resolved that we express our deep sympathy 
to her loved ones in their sudden bereavement; 
rejoicing with them, however, in the assurance 
that their beloved mother and sister has gone 
to join the Saviour Whom she loved, and thus 
to reap the reward promised them ‘that love 
Him; and be it also : 

Resolved that a copy of these resolutions be 
transmitted to the family; that they be spread 
upon the minutes of both organizations; and 
that they be published in Tue LuTHERAN. 

Boarp or Directors, LUTHERAN INNER MISSION 

SocreTy oF BROOKLYN AND VICINITY 

THe Executive COMMITTEE OF THE WOMEN’S 

AUXILIARY 


WANTED 

Is there a church that can donate an altar, 
cross, or any other altar decoration to a Fin- 
nish mission of the Synod of Ohio, located 
in the northeastern corner of the State of Ohio? 
If so, please communicate with the pastor, the 
Rev. Arvid E. Kuitunen, 822 Coyne Avenue, 
Ashtabula, Ohio. 


and. you bug \ONG LIFE! 


The peace of mind which comes from a 
regular income and provision for the future 
may add years to your life. Figures prove 
that owners of annuities are longer lived 
than the average person... As a holder of 
an Annuity Agreement of the American 
Bible Society you receive a check at stated 
intervals, regardless of disturbing or per- 
plexing world conditions. Such checks have 
never failed though they have been issued 
regularly for more than 90 years. You enjoy 
protection in old age through a steady in- 
come. You enjoy also the permanent satis- 
faction of taking part in the increasingly 
important work of making the Bible more 
widely available throughout the world. 


May we send you “A Gift That Lives,” a booklet explaining 
the plan and how you may enjoy its two-fold advantages? 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


jease send me, without _obli; 


Please = ition, your 
booklet ],.]4 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.’ 


Address. | 
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of your Supplement 


ae ———— e Please send a copy 
Catalog to: 
a |: en | ee 
ae at hala caters aI na 
see | Name oe 
Sipeet fos 
City, State oe ae 


Hylites 
Revamped S. S. Weeklies This catalog brings our CATALOG OF CHURCH AND 
(PILOT and QUEST) SCHOOL SUPPLIES, published in the fall of 1939 (Catalog 
Army and Navy Service Book No. 68), up to date in respect to new items and changes that 


Fluorescent Lamps have come to our notice since August, 1939. Both of these 
Bargain Books 


Weekly Bulletins 


Bulclicatser Seivies each other as a source of information on supplies and literature 


catalogs (No. 68 and No. 71) are to be used in conjunction with 


Projection Equipment available through our agency. When you receive your copy of 
Methods’ Pamphlets 


New Study Units 
Moulded Wood Plaques 


Catalog No. 71 file it with your copy of Catalog No. 68. Then 
before ordering items listed in Catalog 68, refer to the Supple- 
Noe Tava ment Catalog to note whether the material is still available or 


Recordings of the Common if price changes have occurred. This will save both your time 


Service and ours. 


UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS : PHILADELPHIA 


Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 


